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Regional/Society Newsletter  
Judging Guidelines for McFarlane Award  
Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club 

[Revised February 2019] 
 
The Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club, by definition, has always been dedicated to the 
preservation/restoration and overall enjoyment of their RR/B cars. The Club continues to 
reaffirm that its publications should basically feature articles, photos, advertising and general 
information related to RR/B cars, their owners, admirers and enthusiasts who represent the 
membership. Therefore, it is requested that Regional/Society Editors do their utmost to 
preserve these fine goals and the image which the Club deserves to maintain.   
 
It is the duty and privilege of the RROC Communications 
Committee to judge the publications of the regions and 
societies for the annual McFarlane Award.   

The RROC policies and procedures require that the 
committee consider eligible region and societies 
publications that have been submitted to RROC 
headquarters in the last year.  They are generally 

submitted digitally by the regions and societies. 

The list of past winners and the established Judging 
Criteria can be found on the Club website at 

https://www.rroc.org/mcfarlane.   

The winners of the last two years are not eligible in a given year.   

Region and Society newsletters are judged under the following guidelines: 
  
FREQUENCY OF PUBLICATION  
 
REGIONS:  The more publications a region produces in a year, print or online, the higher 
the possible score.  The score is maximized at 15 points, with a formula of 10 or more issues 
= 15 points, 6-9 issues = 12 points, 4-5 issues = 10 points, and 2-3 issues = 8 points.   
 
Maximum points: 15 
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 SOCIETIES:  Society publications are not activities-related but are bulletins of historical 
and/or technical information, and they are oriented to the cars covered by the society.  
Frequency is not as important as relevant content.  The score is maximized at 15 points, with 
a formula of 6 or more issues = 15 points, 4-5 issues = 12 points, 2-3 issues = 10 points, 1 
issue annually = 4 points.   
 
Maximum points: 15  
  
TIMELINESS OF MATERIAL 
 
REGIONS:  Timing of print or online coverage is to get the news in the publication on time.  
The publication should be a review of the recent activities and a notice about coming events.  A 
seasonal issue needs to come out just after a major event, not just before the next season’s 
major event.  Judging is on reporting timeliness of events and publishing deadlines, not 
frequency of publication.   
 
Maximum points: 15 
 
SOCIETIES:  Society publications, print or online, are not so time-sensitive as regional 
publications, as societies have fewer time-sensitive activities.  Still, publications should have 
timely coverage of recent activities such as an annual meet or society tour, as well as timely 
notice of upcoming events.  Judging here is on timeliness.   
 
Maximum points: 15 
  
LAYOUT and DESIGN 
 
The publication should look professional, whether print on online and whether a regional or 
society publication.  There should be an easily-read matching type style throughout, with 
proper margins maintained.  The publication should be pleasing to the eye and make you want 
to continue reading.  There must be a balance with not too much “white space” yet not all 
“jammed together” to save on printing costs.  As the publication’s layout really helps represent 
the region or society positively, this element is very important.   
 
Digital or online newsletters should be “responsive” – easily read on smartphones, tablets or 
personal computers – and have appropriate links embedded for external references. 
 
Maximum points: 10 
 
COVER / OPENING  
 
The overall impression of the publication rests firstly on the cover of a print edition or the first 
opening view of an online edition.  The whole point of the cover or opening is to make the 
reader interested enough to pick up or click through and read all the way.  The publication 
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needs to have the date and the title fitting well into the cover or opening design, along with the 
region’s or society’s logo, and the design should fit well with other region and society 
publications.  These guidelines apply equally to print and online publications of regions and 
societies.   
 
Maximum points: 5  
  
COVERAGE OF REGIONAL & SOCIETY EVENTS 
 
Whether print or online, every meet or other activity must be covered with participating 
members’ names (spelled correctly) and with a good description of the event.  Social events in 
regions or societies should be covered to the same standards as meets and tours.  Good 
coverage of what the region or society is doing is essential. 
 
Society publications normally do not cover as many meets and tours as regional publications, 
because of the differing nature of the societies.  However, meets and tours covered in a 
society’s publication must be done to the same standards as in a region’s publication.   
 
Maximum points: 10  
  
AUTOMOBILE PHOTOGRAPHS and ART WORK 
 
Photographs in Regional or Society publications should be of Rolls-Royce or Bentley cars.  
Non-Rolls-Royce or Bentley car photos should be included only if they cannot reasonably be 
excluded from the publication, such as photos of a lineup of cars at a meet. 
 
Identifications of Rolls-Royces and Bentleys photographed need to have captions including the 
year, model, coachbuilder, and chassis number of the car(s) illustrated; this information 
maintains the history of the car(s) involved.  This is particularly important in society 
publications, as they are often focused particularly on cars’ histories. 
 
Art work may include advertising reprints; drawings of cars or parts; drawings of the relation of 
parts to other parts; illustrations from factory literature, and the like.   
 
All illustrations used need to be of good quality and well reproduced.  Those that are too dark 
or smudged must be cleaned up before being used.  Credit lines must be given for 
photographers and for sources of reprinted material. 
 
These guidelines apply to both regional and society publications, either print or online.   
 
Maximum points: 10  
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ROLLS-ROYCE/BENTLEY AND CLUB RELATED MATERIAL  
 
For the Club’s flagship publication, The Flying Lady, the editorial direction focuses on the Club, 
the Club members and the Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars they drive (or the Club, the Rolls-
Royce and Bentley cars in the Club, and the members who drive them!).  Region and Society 
publications should reflect this same editorial direction. 
 
Regional events are often more social in nature, while society activities more often involve 
driving or working on the cars and less about social activities.  Members want to hear about 
both social and directly car-oriented activities.  Regional and society publications, either print or 
online, should have a balance of Rolls-Royce and Bentley related material, combined with 
touring, social events, and Cars and Coffee meets.   Getting the right balance can be tricky, as 
all these factors may be rolled into an event; the editor’s critical judgement is vital here.  Filler 
and content unrelated to the club, its members or its members cars is to be avoided. 
 
Maximum points: 10  
  
TECHNICAL ARTICLES  
 
Technical articles are very important in both regional and society publications, as these 
publications are vital in educating our members.  The Flying Lady has limited space for technical 
articles, so the regional and society publications can fill the gap.  Republication of pre-published 
material is acceptable, so long as they are germane to Rolls-Royces and Bentleys and are of 
general interest.  Original articles are encouraged more than reproductions of articles already 
in print.  Articles that are in a series on a specific issue or problem, or on a subject somewhat 
dedicated to a common theme, are preferred.  Articles covering technical meets are desired, so 
long as they contain technical information.   
 
Maximum points: 10  
  
ORIGINAL CONTENT 
 
Original research can give new perspectives and can supply useful updates on other material 
which can be of use to owners and enthusiasts, whether in regional or society publications.  
While this category somewhat overlaps other categories, it really refers to originality of 
material rather than just to a topic.  Pictures to support such original research, if available, 
are critical to understanding.  The idea behind this category is to give regions and societies a 
chance to be recognized when they provide a service to the club and to the hobby.   
  
Maximum points: 10  
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TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES AND/OR WORDS  
 
Good communication revolves around clear and effective writing and the most efficient use 
of space in the publication.  Information should be given clearly and in timely fashion without 
wasting space and driving up publication costs.  Members generally are more interested in 
cars, people, and events rather than in white space, filler material, and advertising.  Reporting 
board meetings and discussing issues may be necessary, but these accounts should be 
succinct rather than over-detailed.  Focusing on word counts can lead to over-wording and is 
to be avoided.  Still, region or society that publishes 64 pages per year of relevant and high-
quality content, well presented, should garner more points than a 16 annual pages of 
comparable content. 
  
Maximum points: 5  
 
ELIGIBILITY 
 
All active and approved Regions or Societies of the Rolls-Royce Owner’s Club, Inc. are 
eligible for receipt of The McFarlane award. A recipient of The McFarlane Award in any year 
will not be eligible to receive the award the next 2 years following receipt of the award. 
Publications to be considered for receipt of this award will be those newsletters published in 
print or online by eligible Regions/Societies during the 12 months prior to annual deadline 
for judging, which is usually a month prior to the awards presentation at the annual meet.   
 
To be considered, all eligible publications (print or online) should be received by RROC 
headquarters by the judging deadline.  Print publications should be submitted as pdf files to 
preserve the quality of the content and design.  (Publications submitted on paper will be 
scanned by RROC staff for distribution to the judging committee and could lose significant 
quality of color and resolution in the scan.) 
  
JUDGING COMMITTEE 
 
The Judging Committee shall consist of the members of the Communications Committee of 
the Rolls-Royce Owner’s Club, Inc and one or two individual members that are Full, Spouse, 
or Life members of the RROC. Should a member of the Communications committee be an 
editor or publisher of a Region/Society newsletter then that Communications Committee 
member will be ineligible to act as a Judge for the purposes of the McFarlane Award.   
 
JUDGING PROCESS 
 
On the deadline established each year, usually a month prior to the annual meet, each 
member of the judging committee will independently evaluate all eligible publications 
submitted prior to the deadline.  Judges will use a scoresheet that reflects the criteria 
outlined above. 
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All scoresheets are submitted to the Communications Committee chair, or the designated 
judging team leader.  To minimize the effect of individual judges interpreting the scores 
differently, each judge’s first, second and third place publications will be noted.  For each 
judge, 3 stars are assigned for first place, 2 stars for second place and 1 star for third place.  
Whichever region or society that earns the most stars from the judges is honored with the 
McFarlane Trophy.  


