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It’s great to see someone taking out their 
Mulsanne in decidedly nasty winter 
 weather—but snow tires would surely help, 
even on the streets of New York City!

Observant folk may notice the two sim-
ilarly shaped rectangular spots at the top 
left and right of the rear window. These 
might be caused by the warming from 
heat vents that, on the inside, aim at 
 occupants’ heads. —Bill Wolf

GUN7 and its owners feature in a new movie about their 7000-mile trip across India! 
More on p. 12698.
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Please contact RROC HQ to  
register for RROC events. 

Phone Number 717.697.4671  
<www.rroc.org>

RROC Activities Committee 
Chair: Tom Purcell

Phone Number 808.357.5574 
<activities@rroc.org>

All editorial contributions go to the editors, addresses on masthead.  

Deadlines 11/1, 1/2, 3/1, 5/1, 7/1, 9/1.

Direct all other correspondence, including change of address or complaints about 

delivery to the relevant Club officials or to HQ. All ads, whether classified (the 

Bazaar) or display, go to the Ad Manager at Club HQ. 

Calendar of Events
2018, April 8–13 Natchez Trace Tour
2018, April 11–16 RROCA Federal Rally  
 (Clare, South Australia)
2018, June 22–24 RREC Annual Rally, Burghley House
2018, Aug. 11–18 Annual Meet, Lake Tahoe, CA
2018, Oct. 8–13 North Shore Boston Tour
2019, July 22–27 Annual Meet, Detroit, MI
2020 Annual Meet, Gettysburg, PA

From the  
President

With spring just around the corner for 
most of us, it’s time to get the cars out 
of the garage, check them over, and 
start driving. After the severe winter 
that many of us have experienced, it’s 
time to hit the open road and enjoy 
our cars and club events.

While we may not have been doing 
a lot of driving during the winter, we 
have been busy. One of the things that 
we have done is bring back Pipeline. 
This is a publication that used to go 
to regions and societies but has been 
dormant for several years. We have 
reintroduced it, and Simon White, 
chair of the Regions and Societies 
Committee, is the person responsible 
for producing it. It goes to region 
and society chairs, but the hope 
is that those people will share the 

information in Pipeline 
with their boards as 
there is information 
covering all aspects 
of the administration 
of a region or society. 
Pipeline is also meant 
to stimulate two-way 
communication, and 

it is hoped that it will be a success-
ful conduit for information and ideas 
between all of the parties involved.  
Pipeline is distributed electronically, 
but if you are not able to retrieve 
electronic messages, please contact 
club headquarters or Simon White 
and they will be able to print out a 
copy and mail it to you.

There is another exciting develop-
ment that I am very happy to share. 
We have reached out to some of our 
sister clubs around the world to start 
a dialog. Our hope is to begin to work 
together to develop open communica-
tion and the sharing of ideas between 
all of us. A very large step was taken 
with our winter board meeting, which 
took place in Atlanta at the end of 
January. The three-day meeting was 
designed to begin the planning for 
this initiative, and we had the Chair 
and Vice-chair of the Bentley Drivers 
Club from the UK and the Federal 
President of the RROC Australia in 
attendance. This is a dramatic first 
step in trying to develop synergy 
between not only Rolls-Royce and 

Bentley clubs around the world, but 
also other like-minded clubs of other 
marques. We are all facing similar 
issues ahead as the world moves on 
with changes in technology, electron-
ics, legislation, traffic, demographics, 
and society. All car clubs will have 
to take these changes seriously to be 
able to remain viable. We want to be 
part of the planning and not be left 
behind. As we put initiatives into play, 
we will keep you informed.  

The spring tour is almost upon 
us.  The Natchez Trace is one of 
the most beautiful roads I have ever 
driven, especially for a car and driver 
that prefer a slower pace. Starting in 
Natchez, Mississippi and ending in 
Nashville, Tennessee, this will be a 
wonderful tour.

The annual meet at Lake Tahoe 
will be in one of the most spectacu-
lar venues anywhere. With all of the 
technical, touring, social, and judging 
events, this will be a place to meet up 
with old friends and make new ones 
while surrounding ourselves with 
the scenery of the area and the cars.  
Come and join us.

If a national event is not in your 
immediate future, think about join-
ing members of your region at one of 
their gatherings.  Our cars are won-
derful, but it’s our members that are 
the glue that hold us all together in 
our passion for these vehicles.  
Happy Motoring! —Sue Brooks

Larry Glenn

Tales of sinkholes suddenly opening up in streets in China are so common that they 
aren’t even newsworthy—unless, like this one in Harbin, Heilongjiang province, they 
swallow a 5 million yuan (ca. $750,000) Ghost.
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IN MEMORIAM

A man is remembered for more than any one thing in 
life—in J’s case that could be the Navy, as award-winning 
designer in the family furniture business, or sailing, but it is 
his decades-long leadership, in various roles, of the Pebble 
Beach Concours d’Elegance that put his name into the little 
black book of countless classic car enthusiasts. He and his 
comrade-in-arms and PB co-chair Lorin Tryon (who died 
in 1999) are rightly credited with elevating the concours to 
a premiere, world-class event during a period of transition 
and uncertainty.

A car enthusiast from very early in life, he remained 
a hands-on restorer until late in life and was a renowned 

Hispano-Suiza expert as well as president of the Hispano-
Suiza Society, his 1922 H6B Labourdette Skiff/Torpedo 
winning Best of Show at Pebble Beach in 1972 (and 1933 
J12 Vanvooren Faux Cabriolet taking Most Elegant Car 
honors in 1978). He was a mentor to many, not least current 
PB Chairperson Sandra Kasky Button who succeeded him 
in that role in 2002.

He was also one of the founders and the first president 
of the aptly named Candy Store, the somewhat low-profile 
invitation-only private car collection/club that gathers some 
truly delectable cars of all stripes in a former Packard deal-
ership in Burlingame, CA.

In FL18-1 we showed 
Phantom III 3AX79 
(p. 12638), the H.J. 
Mulliner sports limou-
sine with the unusual 
forward-sloping 
V-shaped windscreen. 
This car has been 
shown in these pages 
and in all sorts of 
books many times—
but Australian P III 
maven Steve Stuckey 
has gotten his hands 
on a photo that has 
never before been published.  It is from the collec-
tion of Mrs. P. Kramer whose father was employed 
at the coachbuilder and Rolls-Royce/Bentley retailer 
Abbott of Farnham in the 1930s. Field Marshal Ber-
nard Law Montgomery, 1st Viscount Montgomery of 
Alamein, who lived near Farnham, used the car dur-
ing WWII and later owned it (note the 5-star insig-
nia on the right side of the front bumper).

A new movie featuring long-long-long-dis-
tance travel in a 1936 25/30 hp is making the 
rounds at various international film festivals 
(Helsinki, Tallinn and, closest to home, the 
Victoria Film Festival in Canada on Feb. 9 
and 11). Based on the real-life story of two 
Brits, Rupert & Jan Grey and GUN7, the 
movie follows their 7000-mile journey across 
India from Mumbai to Dhaka to attend a hu-
man rights festival in Bangladesh. The movie 
is now called Romantic Road after having the 
working title Grand Trunk Road. www.roman 
ticroadmov.com

GUN7 outside the doors 
of the Durbar Hall in the 
grounds of the Diggi Palace. Ru
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Jules “J” Heumann
Jan. 27, 1924–Dec. 16, 2017

The photo on left shows 3AX79 undergoing a postwar ser-
vice at Abbott’s; note the Beamsetter headlamp alignment gear 
that Abbott was evaluating for purchase at the time. A side 
note: a history of E.D. Abbott Ltd. is being written after 6+ 
years of research by Len C. Huff who is the Registrar of The 
Abbott Register.

The clipping on right is from the June1954 edition of Rolls-
Royce News showing Monty and 3AX79 at the Derby factory 
with Lord Hives (l). 
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Bespoke On display at Goodwood is a 1952 Silver 
Dawn drophead coupé, originally retailed to Canada. 
Sixty-five years later, a 2017 commission from the same 
country for a new Dawn prompted the creation of a 
Bespoke car in a similar color treatment, two-tone Mid-
night Sapphire and Jubilee Silver exterior and Selby 
Grey and Navy interior combined with crossbanded 
Walnut Burr veneer. To commemorate the connection 
between the two cars the dashboard clock has “1952” 
lettering and a Spirit of Ecstasy veneer inlay.

Bespoke Collection for 
Korea Korea is in the 
news a lot these days, but 
rarely as a record-making 
market for Rolls-Royce. 
To applaud and further 
improve such growth, the 
firm unveiled two Bespoke 
cars at an event at the Brit-
ish Embassy in Seoul. The 
Ghost Seoul Edition incor-
porates colors found on the 
country’s Taegukgi national 
flag; it is finished in bright 
Andalusian White with a twin coachline in Cobalto Blue and Mugello Red, 
and the C pillar sports a hand-painted silhouette of the iconic Namsan Seoul 
Tower. Inside, the black leather is complemented by contrasting bands in 
Arctic White, as well as blue and red highlights for stitching and piping.

The other car is a Wraith called the Busan Edition. This coastal city 
inspired the color choice of Royal Blue and Jubilee Silver. The rear pillar 
motif echoes the delicate latticework of traditional Korean “hanok” screen 
doors, a design feature also incorporated across the dashboard. Even the 
choice of Blushing Pink for the coachline is inspired by nature, in this case 
the dusk sky across the nearby mountain ranges. This color is also picked up 
in the seat stitching, the instrument panel, and headrest monograms. The 
upholstery is Selby Grey and Cobalto Blue.

2017 in Review    (Jan. 12) Despite 
the temporary absence of the Phantom 
model from the line-up and despite an 
unsettled Middle East market, RRMC 
had a strong year with 3,362 cars deliv-
ered. The Americas region held on once 
more to top status (around a third of 
global sales) but China’s 40% year over 
year growth means it remains poised to 
vie for the top slot.

Aside from the total number of units 
sold, a key development is that 2017 
was the most significant year in the 
company’s 114-year history for Bespoke 
commissions, topped, of course, by 
the unparalleled Sweptail (FL17-5). 
Highlights are the “Elegance” Ghost, 
“Wraith Inspired by British Music,” 
“Fuxia Dawn,” and “Spirit of Callig-
raphy” Ghost. Also, the introduction 

of The Gallery (FL17-6) represents a 
completely novel and still unique take 
on personalizing a car in a manner that 
seems singularly suited to the Rolls-
Royce experience.

Internally too the company surpassed 
goals by  taking in a record number of 
apprentices and significantly expanding 
the Technology and Logistics Centre 
while also continuing major investments 
in the Goodwood manufacturing plant 
to implement a new single-line manu-
facturing system and gear up for new 
models (read: Cullinan).

The Phantom VIII was unveiled  
in July to much acclaim and quickly  
filling order books. It already garnered 
“best car in the world” accolades. Cus-
tomer deliveries have commenced 
by now. 

South Korea was one of several 
countries that achieved record sales 
results in 2017, a development that was 
recognized in the form of two bespoke 
cars. RRMC expanded its global deal-
ership network to 138. New launches 
included Atlanta (USA), Hiroshima 
(Japan) and a boutique dealership in 
Phuket (Thailand).

New for 2017 was the Dawn Black 
Badge; it represents a clear indication of 
how the company makes itself relevant 
and desirable to a new and younger 
audience that has different expectations 
of a luxury car. 

Reflective of market changes are 
also such successful programs as the 
marque’s Provenance (pre-owned) 
and Financial Services efforts that saw 
exceptional results in 2017. 
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Awards    (Jan. 1) “Best Luxury Car” went to the Phantom dur-
ing the UK Car of the Year Awards. The award is determined 
by votes from a jury of 27 motoring journalists who used the 
word “pinnacle” a lot in their praise.

“Best Super-Luxury Car” was once again bestowed on the 
Ghost EWB (Jan. 24) by the judges at What Car? magazine.

CEO Torsten Müller Ötvös pointed out that “Phantom” is 
the longest-lasting automotive nameplate in the world and one 
wonders if RRMC had this in mind all along when they chose 
the name for the flagship car with which they launched their 
new enterprise in 2003 instead of calling it Ghost, after the 
model that, by any objective measure, put Rolls-Royce on the 
map in the first place. No matter the name, the new Phantoms 
really are proper expressions of all that is Rolls-Royce and, to 
quote Müller Ötvös once more, “represent Rolls-Royce’s tire-
less pursuit of perfection and remain a truly dominant symbol 
of achievement.”

New Regional  
Director    (Jan. 11) 
RRMC appointed 
Julian Jenkins (48) as 
Regional Director for 
the UK, Western and 
Southern Europe, Rus-
sia, and Central Asia. 
He joined the firm in 
2015 and his previous 
role was General Man-
ager, Sales Operations. 
Jenkins replaces James 
Crichton who remains 
in the business as the 
two are, in fact, swap-
ping jobs.

BENTLEY NEWS

Race Drivers Announced    For its fifth season in compe-
tition Bentley Motorsport will retain five of its six works 
drivers for 2018, adding Spa 24 Hours race-winner Jules 
Gounon (FR) to long-standing Bentley Boys Guy Smith 
(GB), Steven Kane (GB), Andy Soucek (ES), Maxime 
 Soulet (BE) and Vince Abril (MC).

The six drivers will contest the Blancpain GT Series 
Endurance Cup with two brand-new second generation 
Bentley Team M-Sport Continental GT3s, and will also 

complete the entire Intercontinental GT Challenge for the 
first time.

The 2018 season kick starts with Bathurst 12 Hours 
and, for homologation reasons, will be completed in the 
current-spec Continental GT3. The all-new GT3, based on 
the new Continental GT road car, will make its debut in 
Monza for the opening round of the Blancpain GT Series 
and will be used at the Intercontinental GT Challenge 
races at Spa-Francorchamps, Laguna Seca, and Suzuka.
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Award    The Robb Report 
named the Bentayga its 
“SUV of the Year, ” adding 
that it was “the runaway 
winner” among the six 
contestants that slugged it 
out on a rugged course in 
Red Rock Canyon near Las 
Vegas. Said editor Ross: 
“If the best way to fly is 
‘private,’ Bentayga is gen-
eral aviation’s four-wheeled 
equivalent.”

Bentayga V8    (Jan. 12) The Continental 
GT became even more popular once it was 
offered with a V8; now the Bentayga comes 
with one, a 4L, 32-valve dual twin-scroll 
turbocharged gasoline engine that develops 
542 bhp (550 PS) and 568 lb ft (770 Nm) of 
torque yielding a time of 0–60 mph in 4.4 
seconds (0–100 km/h in 4.5 secs) and a top 
speed of 180 mph (290 km/h). Many styling 
cues and performance features will further 
play up the more sporting stance, such as 
optional carbon-ceramic brakes (the world’s 
largest front brake system), Tornado red 
brake calipers, twin quad tailpipes, high-
gloss carbon fiber interior panels, and a 
wood and hide steering wheel. The pro-
jected range of 464 miles (746 km) trans-
lates to 24.8 mpg (11.4 l/100 km) if cylinder 
deactivation is used.
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Bentayga at Pikes Peak    
(Jan. 18) Need something 
to do in June? Bentley 
Motors has entered a 
Bentayga prepped by their 
motorsport department 
for the International Hill 
Climb, the famous 12.42-
mile Colorado Springs 
run sporting 156 corners. 
Follow developments at 
http://ppihc.org/fans/.

What Would You Do?    You have surely wondered what a Bentley designer would choose 
if they spec’d their own car? Bentley Motors has a blog on which they investigated this 
very question. Director of Design Stefan Sielaff would order his Continental GT in 
Verdant, a modern, metallic interpretation of British Racing Green. Inside, the combina-
tion of quintessential British themes continues with Newmarket Tan, complemented by 
Cumbrian Green accents, with piping to the seats. (Check out his configuration code: 
EB2AGQNC)

Romulus Rost, Head of Interior Design and Colour and Trim, would go with Extreme 
Silver to achieve the perfect balance between elegance and sport. For the interior his 
leather choice is Burnt Oak, with orange contrast stitching to make a sporting statement. 
Extending the theme to veneer he would pick Liquid Amber, and spec a Cotes de Geneve 
finish for the center console. This is often found on luxury watches. Check out his con-
figuration code: E2HAAEZ.

Head of Exterior Design John Paul Gregory took a cue from the display car for a cus-
tomer event in Singapore. Its Peacock exterior is a vibrant shade of metallic blue and has 
been available since the 1970s. Gregory is particular about his wheels and would choose 
22 Mulliner Driving Specification wheels with red brake calipers. Check out his configu-
ration code: EJ6PC66Q.
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t his car resides in Europe but has not been seen at club events since around 
1981, and it has never been to the US. As the only Chapron-bodied Silver 
Cloud it certainly deserves to be shown in these pages so we might as well 
attend to it while there is space.

Basically a museum car for four decades, LBLC22 has been kept in outstand-
ing fine condition. When new, the car was very much visible because French 
actress Brigitte Bardot owned it 1967–1976. Many photos of her and the car 
appeared in books and magazines; one can only speculate which of them was 
the stronger draw. Most notable among the period photos is perhaps the one 
of both in Morocco when Bardot was filming the movie Shalako there. (She 
had the car painted white at some point.)

At first glance, this Silver Cloud looks deceptively standard. The longer 
you look, the more the proportions seem just ever so much different. Not 
just because it’s a long-wheelbase touring limousine, the car looks lower and 
wider, an effect for which the elongated front doors account at least partially. 
The car’s first owner, the French Baron Henri Thiéry (1896–1967), had a 
chauffeur but he himself liked to ride in the front too. As he had a physical 
impairment, the front doors had to be longer than standard to help him move 
in and out. Also, the B pillars being angled rearward and the shape of the rear 
quarterlights add to this more sporting look.

Chapron’s design 5329, it turns out, doesn’t have a single panel in com-
mon with the standard saloon. Even the trim rings on the wheel discs are a 
special size, being ca. 3 mm narrower. Something that is not visible in photos 
is that the car has a separate heater for the front and rear compartments; they 
are housed in each front fender.

Chapron Silver Cloud LBLC22 
Klaus-Josef Roßfeldt (D)
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A well-known period photo from 1966 taken in Conduit Street  
with the car looking particularly sleek in two-tone paint.

Actress Brigitte Bardot arriving for winter 
sports at Meribel, France.

From this angle the car looks almost like a 
standard-issue Silver Cloud.
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it’s not really the done thing to build specials out of Rolls-
Royces, as I’ve realized during my ten years of RROC 
membership, although Bentleys are fair game. In a way, of 
course, all coachbuilt cars, which left the factory as rolling 

chassis, are specials.
I got involved in the world of post-vintage Rolls-Royces 

and Bentleys when I was offered an abandoned Rolls-Royce 
project. Canadian designer Brian Johnston had rescued a 
1950 Silver Wraith drivable chassis (LWHD84), moved the 
engine to a more prewar position further back in the chas-
sis, and then spent many years compiling a thick folder of 
excellent drawings of the Art Deco bodies he would one 
day make for the car. Then another one of his projects, a 

pile of unidentified Delage bits, turned out to be the mortal 
remains of the 1947 Paris show car, and the Silver Wraith 
project was relegated to the bottom of his to-do list. 

This Silver Wraith had originally belonged to the Van-
couver Island-based actor Sebastian Cabot. His success in 
Hollywood meant the car back home was little used by him; 
he died in 1977. The accurate mileage cannot be known—
because the instruments went to the bottom of the Fraser 
River along with Johnston’s liveaboard boat in which they 
had been stored.

During my ownership, yet more plans, ideas and draw-
ings emerged, but little action. I arrived finally at the firm 
plan of a 1930 Vanden Plas-inspired convertible touring 

A Rolls-Royce Special
Iain Ayre (Canada)

Pulses quicken, brows furrow, noses turn 

up . . . but, not so fast, young whipper-

snappers. Specials are a common thing in 

the Bentley world so why be predisposed to 

dismiss a Rolls-Royce Special out of hand? 

 The author is an automotive journalist 

from Canada, and with too many car proj-

ects on his hands he is contemplating pass-

ing the baton on this one. Maybe. Call him.

One of Brian Johnston’s delightful sketches of an Art 
Deco French-themed speedster body for the Silver 
Wraith. The body is quite simple, but the spectacular 
pontoon mudguards would either have to be made of 
fiberglass or solid money: we don’t like GRP on Rolls-
Royces, and the other option is scarce.

This shot is really the inspiration behind the Silver Wraith project. 
A wood and fabric body to this style is amateur-achievable, period- 
correct, and potentially very attractive. 

The Silver Wraith is mocked up to get a three-dimensional idea of what size 
the body should be. It will probably follow the line of the chassis.
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body, executed in the Weymann 
method in wood with fabric 
cover. The car came with most 
of the running gear, the radiator, 
grille and hood, fuel tank, and 
some bits and pieces. The tank 
was overhauled, and I collected 
a set of huge Lucas P100 lamps, 
a set of fenders from a 1934 Tal-
bot, a trunk for the back, some 
oak for construction and so on—
but being a writer involves both 
being busy and taking a vow of 
poverty, so progress was slow. 

Sidetrack #1
If one big project is a lot to 
devote full attention to, a sec-
ond isn’t going to help. My dis-
traction arrived in the form of 
a scruffy 1951 Mk VI Bentley, 
B357MB, dustily dry-stored for dark decades, and occa-
sionally raided for parts for other local club cars. It had lost 
much of the interior, the wiper system, the exhaust, electri-
cal items, the water pump, door handles and many small bits 
and pieces. Not in bad shape overall, though, and due to 
its unique deleted sunroof, there wasn’t much rust around 
the B-posts. The engine had succumbed to the usual Mk VI 
chrome-bore-top disaster: the chrome ring at the top of the 
cylinders lasts forever, as intended, but the rest of the mild 
steel bore does not. Eventually the main bores 
wear, the piston rings catch on the hard chrome 
edge, snap off, bounce around the combustion 
chamber, and are spat out of the exhaust valves, 
necessitating a rebuild at 70,000 miles or so, or 
when the compression gets so bad that the engine 
won’t start.

The Bentley’s original damaged engine came 
with the car, but had been replaced with a usable 
5.9L Silver Cloud engine. The thinking was that 
this project deserved to be expedited because it 
would take less time to return the car to a running 
state than finishing the Silver Wraith from scratch.

However .  .  . the prices for secondhand bits 
of Bentley make Ferrari look like Walmart. Some-
thing like $25,000 would be required: it would be 
cheaper to buy another complete Mk VI. Okay, 
not going to happen. But I wasn’t going to scrap it 
either. It would have to become a special. 

That was when the late Ettore Bugatti got indi-
rectly involved. 

Let me explain. If you have a gearhead soul, 
one item on your bucket list should be the 
Bugatti-rich Circuit des Remparts at Angoulême 
in France. This is by far my favorite vintage race 
weekend. It involves full grids of sports and rac-
ing cars from the 1920s to the 1980s, and they 
are raced at insane speeds around a street cir-
cuit which is mostly the ramparts of a beautiful 

mediaeval fortified hill town in the Charente, a particularly 
attractive part of France. The weather in September in the 
mid-south of France is still gorgeous but not brutally hot, 
and unlike Le Mans, the city does not exist merely for the 
race weekend, so there is no annoying Pebble Beach spike 
in greed from restaurants and hotels, which are mostly  
very good. 

If the drivers make a mistake, they hit an 800-year-old 
cathedral. We obviously don’t want to see anyone hurt or 

The 1947 Bentley (B70CF), reliable, comfy and tough as old boots, on a gravel section of the 
excellent Classic Car Adventures rally tour known as the Rush to Goldbridge.

BC’s interior offers 
some spectacular scen-
ery and entertaining 
roads. The postwar 
Bentleys were designed 
for owner-drivers, 
and offer a nicely 
judged blend of seren-
ity, torque, and good 
handling. Bella the Papillon came along for the ride 

on the Rush to Goldbridge, and enjoyed it as 
much as the driver and navigator did.
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killed, but that is a real possibility here, so when 
you watch somebody getting the tail end slightly too 
loose and then catching their Bugatti a couple of 
inches from a stone wall, it gets your full attention. 
It’s gladiatorial. There are no seat belts or rollcages. 
Genuinely dangerous racing has an edge that has 
disappeared from F1, where the drivers can bounce 
their safety cells off the safety barriers at 150 mph 
and expect to stroll away. It would be scary to drive 
the Angoulême street circuit at any significant 
speed, but it is magnificent and exciting to spectate. 
I shoot and write for British magazines so I get privi-
leged access trackside to a favorite corner, but any 
civilian can get good grandstand seats and access to 
the pits for a mere $80.

I’ve attended this race professionally a few times, 
always amused at the impressive size of the grid of 
Type 35 Bugattis. There are dozens of them, in num-
bers out of all proportion to the number of Type 35s 
that Bugatti ever made. Pur Sang, in Argentina, make 
fabulous and very accurate replicas/tributes/fakes, 
call them what you will, using the same methods as 
Ettore did, for $230,000. Such cars can then be pati-
nated, so they look 100% original. I quietly asked 
a few people “How many of these are fakes?” The 
answer was always an innocent smile and a variation 

The Type 35 Bugatti race car is a perfect blend of art and engineering, with 
every detail in precisely the right place. Would it still work as a design if it 
were twice the size? 

The uphill section of the Angoulême street circuit 
offers three sharp hairpins in a row. Watching spidery 
1930s racing cars drifting hard between stone walls is 
intoxicating motorsport.

Is this a real Bugatti or a Pur Sang replica? 
The LED brake light and the hand-scribbled 
Sharpie registration number are details that 
suggest this is a real one.
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on “I couldn’t possibly say, Monsieur.” So between 
races, I spent many hours trying to figure out for 
myself which Bugattis were fakes and which were 
the real thing. Eventually I began to discern subtle 
variations in the quality of 90 years of repairs. Old 
racing cars had cheap blacksmith repairs in 1935, but 
get very sophisticated repairs in 2017. The genuine 
Bugattis have also been painted many times. The real 
ones are treasured and hugely valuable heirlooms, 
and a casual air of tatty neglect is more likely to have 
been carefully added later. Neo-neglect is usually 
applied by one man, as a single event. Real neglect is 
bitty. You gradually begin to develop a sense for the 
real and the bogus, just as an art dealer does. 

Which brings us back to my Bentley special. The 
Type 35’s lines, proportions, and curves are burned 
into my soul now, and as I had this Bentley chassis 
at home waiting for a new future, an idea began to 
brew up. 

I had decided I didn’t want to build the usual 
squat, low 1950s-style Bentley special, and in particu-
lar I didn’t want to amputate the radiator grille, which 
is a seriously pleasing piece of sculpture. Its propor-
tions are perfect, and I already wanted to recycle it 
into the special at full height. There’s also the mat-
ter of future comfort when the body height is consid-
ered—you’re sitting on a high chassis, so if the body 
is high enough for a proper seat you can use it for 
touring, but if the bodywork is too low and you’re sit-
ting flat on a padded bit of floor with your legs stick-
ing out horizontally, that’s okay for a 20-minute race 
but very uncomfortable over any distance. 

So the big question was whether the exquisite 
proportions of the Type 35 body could survive being 

doubled in size to fit a Bentley chassis. There was no guar-
antee that the idea would fly. For every pleasing curve there 
are hundreds of ugly ones, and just increasing the size of the 
boat tail might turn a beauty into a dog. 

Robert W. Maynard is a good friend of mine, and he runs 
the restoration shop RWM & Co. at Boundary Bay airport 
in Delta, BC, south of Vancouver. He is an artist in sheet 
metal, and currently has a couple of million bucks in Fer-
raris, Intermeccanicas, Phantoms and the like under resto-
ration. He has restored and recreated hundreds of cars and 
panels on his 100-year-old English wheel but has recently 
added a huge and impressive power hammer, which requires 
a different way of thinking as it both shrinks and stretches 
metal whereas the English wheel just stretches it. I couldn’t 
possibly pay what it would actually cost to have a coachbuilt 
Bugatti-style aluminum body made for the Bentley, but if it 
were going to be a matter of using the new power hammer 
rather than the English wheel to get the right curves, and if 
I brought lots of coffee and donuts to after-hours evening 
sessions. . . . I think it was actually the challenge of seeing 

The Bentley has been reduced to a steerable rolling 
chassis for bodying. The steering box will move 18 
backwards with the engine.

The frame for the boat tail top is very traditional. It has 
been created by eye and then checked for symmetry with 
“sweeps”—wooden panels with specific curves.
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whether it was even possible to make a double-
sized but still beautiful Bugatti-inspired body that 
hooked Maynard into the project. 

You get sore feet from 5 pm–midnight ses-
sions on a concrete floor helping to hold sheets 
of aluminum as they’re wrestled and hammered, 
then wheeled and annealed, then hammered some 
more. The power hammer gets the same results 
faster than the English wheel, but only after you’ve 
mastered it. Many happy evenings were spent mak-
ing this project work, and then the 2017 Vancouver 
All British Field Meet came up on the calendar. 
That became the deadline. The evenings began to 
stretch into days, and then additional people all 
working at once—you wouldn’t believe how long it 
takes to create and fit a simple body like this. 

The grille shell was secured, the headlamps 
positioned, and the evening before the show, the protec-
tive white plastic was stripped off the bodywork. I leave 
it to you to judge whether we successfully translated the 
inspiration of the tiny Type 35 into the big and imposing 
speedster pictured. 

The Bentley went to the show, and I was hoarse at day’s 
end from thanking people for the compliments. Excellent. 

But now what? Finish it, obviously. And fit a super-
charger on the cradle in front of 
the grille, which is just begging for 
a blower.  

Sidetrack #2 
And then another project presented 
itself. My friend Helen Poon came 
by with a couple of bottles of very 
good Highland malt, as she does 
from time to time, and we spent 
a happy evening sampling them. I 

was complaining as usual about my 1938 MG TA, a retired 
trailer queen I was recommissioning. Usually it won 2nd or 
3rd prize at the same ABFM (All British Field Meet) show, 
but I don’t do concours and just wanted to drive it. A litany 
of neglect and mechanical butchery lurked beneath the 
shiny red paint and more and more issues arose. I got it 
mostly sorted out, but once a car has disappointed you too 
often, you’re never going to like it. 

Rob Maynard runs a panel through the power hammer, putting 
shape into it. The Sharpie markings tell him where to swell or 
shrink the aluminum into the desired curves.

It’s a long process. Each basic stretch has to be planished between takes, 
and the metal hardens as it’s worked, and has to be heated to anneal or 
soften it, at the right time in the process. It still seems amazing that this 
will end up in a perfect smooth curve.

The finished boat tail top is attached to 
the supports. The end of the chassis has 
been removed, and there’s now a thick 
steel round tube section acting as the 
final frame stiffener/crossmember.  
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Helen owns, among other cars, 1947 Mk VI standard 
steel saloon B70CF and suggested, “Why don’t we just swap 
cars? I’ve already got the prewar Rolls for a club car so you 
take my Bentley and I’ll take the MG.” 

“Deal,” I said, “I always liked that Bentley.” That’s quite 
true: not only had I checked the car over with Helen when 
she originally went to look at it and told her it was a good 
solid car, but I’d travelled 500 miles in one day in it. We did 
a rally in BC and made a mistake that added 200 miles to 
an already hefty 300-mile day, but we arrived in good shape 
and still on speaking terms. 

The morning after the malt session, sober, swapping cars 
still seemed like a really good idea, so we did just that. Helen 
acquired a flying jacket, goggles and aeroscreens, threw 
away the MG’s roof and has driven it thousands of miles 
since, sorting further minor mechanical issues as they arise. 
She still enjoys her great-auntly 1937 Thrupp & Maberly 
25/30 Rolls-Royce saloon, but the MG is her favorite car. 

And I’ve been enjoying my Bentley. It had a slightly 
rough but very solid body-off restoration in the 1990s. Big 
money has been spent on the car, but not always well. The 
engine is mildly tired now. Although being a very early car 
it has flash-chromed bores rather than the doomed chrome 
bore top rings, so the Silver Cloud engine that had come 
with the rescued Mk VI could find a happy home in the ’47 
saloon. Which will then go from 5 mph to 120 mph in top 
gear, rather than reaching just 100 mph.

Back on Track
So, after all the wheeling and dealing I am now left with 
a usable Bentley and two projects, and the writer’s vow of 
poverty still applies. I only really need one, or at most two, 
of these cars. 

As a commercial proposition, the open Bentley alu-
minum special could make sense. Even an ugly plastic-  
bodied 1950s Bentley special with cheap wheels and a builder 
too lazy to move the engine backwards to the right place 
can command $60,000. So a handsome, aluminum-bodied 

After starring at 
the ABFM show the 
Bentley is trucked 
back home. The 
boat tail paneling 
blends into a plat-
form following the 
main rails of the 
Bentley chassis, so 
there is a platform 
for tail lights.

We were very pleased with this arrangement. The Mk VI front 
crossmember is massive and rather ugly. Maynard has taken the 
visual weight out of it without altering its structure, and that cradle 
shape is just begging for a supercharger. The unvandalized Bentley 
grille retains its full and splendid height.

The body does still 
carry the propor-
tions of the Bugatti, 
although there must 
be four times the 
acreage of aluminum 
involved. At this scale 
you’d call it handsome 
rather than pretty. 
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Bentley special should be worth between $100,000 and 
$200,000. If two discerning aesthetes spot it at an auction 
and both decide they can’t live without it, the sky’s the limit. 
After all, there’s not going to be a second one just like it in 
the world.

In the cold light of day, at this stage I feel as though I’ve 
done my bit with it. I was obsessed with designing and cre-
ating the body, enjoyed the process, and was deeply pleased 
with it as a styling success, but to be honest I don’t really 
want to drive an open two-seat speedster. It’s designed for a 
wind deflector and two aeroscreens, and although a future 
owner could do what they wanted with it, successfully cre-
ating a suitable split screen and roof would be a very tricky 
design task. There are no Type 35s with roofs or screens. 

I like my Mk VI saloon, and I’d also like to get back to 
finishing my Rolls-Royce (which, by this point in the story 
you may have all but forgotten). The Weymann-bodied Sil-
ver Wraith will be an immense, imposing beast, looking 
quite like a prewar Phantom. It will have doors, a full canvas 
folding roof, detachable sidescreens, and enough room for 
the original simple Silver Wraith leather seats to go back in. 
It will have the Jaeger 3-day dash clock that sits on my desk 
with my prewar Eleanor Thornton, and a rather random col-
lection of instruments will be mounted in an ex-wardrobe 
solid oak dashboard I can carve in my basement. 

With the aluminum-bodied Bentley special comes the 
matching-numbers engine and gearbox, the rolling frame 
and axles, the steering, the tank, most of the Bijur system, 
the original dashboard and clocks, the bulkhead with its 
ID plate, most of the wiring, more or less enough to get it 
working. The car is registered in my name with a valid BC 
registration, which is quite helpful. I also acquired a big flip- 

top aluminum Monza 
fuel cap and a genu-
ine pre-1930 Bentley 
steering wheel for it.

The original main 
firewall with the 
ID plate would be 
trimmed to fit the alu-
minum body, and then 
some better-quality 
wooden bulkheads 
would be needed. 

The original cast 
iron exhaust mani-
folds are long gone, 
but they always crack 
anyway, and this Bent-
ley really deserves 
a stainless six-into-
one exhaust manifold 

emerging through the hood side panel and running along 
the side of the car, ending in a slash-cut tailpipe. No pansy 
nonsense about silencers.

The original engine remains with the car, and other than 
actually quite limited bore damage from the silly chrome 
bore top rings, it is in sound condition. Bone-dry storage for 
30 years can be thanked for the fact that there’s no corro-
sion of the water galleries, and even the water gallery plates 
are pristine. The engine just needs sleeves and new pistons. 
Even the still standard-size original main and big end bear-
ings are fine and could go back in, although originality for 
B357MB is somewhat beside the point now. The twin SUs 
and the starter also come with the engine.

I designed and manufactured a few XK120 replicas 
in the 1990s and found that the simplest of seats worked 
beautifully. You make a padded base in thick plywood, then 
a steel crescent with a wired edge for the back. Curve it 
round, attach it, have the seat quite thinly upholstered. 
Although hard, if you tailor the seat to your back you can 
drive to Le Mans and back, no worries. Or for that matter 
Angoulême, where this Bentley would make a spectacular 
splash at the Saturday classic-car rally and show that pre-
cedes the Sunday races. 

It’s still tempting sometimes to think of keeping and 
finishing the aluminum Bentley special, particularly as the 
seriously challenging and expensive part of the build is com-
plete. It would be spectacular in dark green, and a very fast 
car. It could even be presented in bare polished aluminum 
(see also p. 12719). 

The plan for the supercharger would be to mount it in 
the cradle in front of the grille and drive it at engine speed 
from the front of the crank, which should get about six or 
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Iain’s wife Jelena is 
an artist and graphic 
designer. She liked the 
Bentley’s styling so much 
that she has immortalized 
it on canvas.
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seven pounds of boost out of it, nothing tire-shredding but 
still an optional brutal chunk of extra torque for a car weigh-
ing not much more than a ton. 

My chosen motorsport is slalom, and it would be hilari-
ous to throw this monster sideways around the Jaguar club’s 
tight cone route. But, then, I already have a slalom car, a 
1000 lb Mini Marcos with a rude Cooperish engine that will 
always beat any Bentley.  

So I’ve pretty well made the decision: I would like 
another enthusiast to take on this Bentley and finish it. I 
still want to follow its progress, and Rob Maynard would 
dearly love to carry on building it, at a special rate and in 
Canadian dollars. There’s also a Vancouver welding artist 
who already has the exhaust system pictured in his head.

Talk to me about the Bentley at ayre@dccnet.com or 
604.948.2825 in Vancouver before I change my mind.

The Westmoreland Speedster
If the idea of a Silver Wraith Speedster seems hard to get your 
head around, realize that there is just such a club car that has 
been around for decades. Last seen at a RROC Annual Meet 
in 2017, WDC20 is a 1948 Silver Wraith that big-time RROC 
collector Norris Allen built (with much help from Wally Culver 
who worked for him) in his garage on Westmoreland Place in 
St. Louis. The body is a fiberglass replica of a 1935 Auburn and 
the whole project took about six years. The chassis was ex-J.S. 
Inskip and had never carried the original Hooper Teviot limou-
sine body that had initially been created for it but was removed 
before delivery. Inskip must have bought the chassis with the 
intent of putting one of their own bodies on it but that never 
happened so Allen bought it in 1962 with extraordinarily few 
miles on the clock for $1000. 

The purpose of retelling this saga is to establish that this 
body could, strictly speaking, be considered original by RROC 
standards because Hooper records do not show WDC20 being 
retailed with a body, Inskip didn’t put one on it, so Allen, as the 
first retail customer and the first to fit a body meets the RROC 
requirements for original coachwork. 

WDC20
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The purpose of the RROC’s Preservation Group is to 

encourage members to restore and enjoy their cars, 

and also to share their stories. The car featured here 

had so many weak spots that it was nicknamed 

Achilles. But it had good bones so its owners raised 

it, to dip into Greek mythology once more, like 

a phoenix from the ashes. According to some clas-

sical texts, the phoenix could live over 1,400 years 

 before rebirth—which is probably unrealistic for 

even the nicest of automobile restorations.

 In addition to B120MR, the Webb’s are also care-

takers of GMJ12, B572FA, and SBJ-24451.

in 1967 when I was transferred from Washington, D.C. to a 
Navy Amphibious Squadron on the West Coast to be sent 
to Viet Nam, I sold my 1947 Mark VI Bentley B272BH 
because I had no place to store it. We liked that car and 

had replaced the timing gears while it was parked in our apart-
ment building garage in D.C. While I was stationed off the 
coast of Viet Nam I came across an ad for a 1938 MR series 4¼ 
Litre Bentley in a British car magazine. I liked the photo and 
the ad said the automobile was in good condition, plus it had 
overdrive. Missing our old Mark VI I purchased B120MR, sight 
unseen. Since my next tour of duty was going to be Boston I 
had the car shipped to the next closest port the shipping com-
pany could bring it, Baltimore, MD. 

In March 1969 we went to fetch the car at the docks. It 
rained, for three days, and longshoremen do not work in the 
rain. So we waited. When they finally swung it off the ship 
we beheld a sad sight. The car was in very bad shape, not 
from the voyage but from neglect. After checking fluids we 
started the engine and found the exhaust system was shot. 
We drove it to a Midas Muffler shop for a temporary fix as 
we did not wish to be asphyxiated while driving to Boston. 
We spent three days in two different friends’ garages check-
ing the timing and brakes etc. When we finally set off for 
Boston we found we had an overheating problem and the 
many stops to cool off turned what should have been a one-
day drive into three.

Once home, I first removed the side ports in the block 
and cleaned out the rust and crud. Number six water jacket 

The Restoration of B120MR
1938 4¼L Park Ward  
Steel Pillarless Saloon

Robert W. Webb (CA)
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space was about ¾ full and it 
decreased as we moved forward. 
By number two there was no 
detritus. The engine sits slightly 
down at the back so number six 
collects all the junk. I found 
the same thing with my 20 hp, 
GMJ12, and it now has an added 
tube directly to number six from 
the water pump to increase 
the circulation at number six. 
The next project were the two 
15 cent “O” rings that are on 
the two tubes from the intake 

manifold to the block for hot water circulation to warm the 
intake manifold. Removing the intake manifold with the 
linkage and carburetors is about a 3-hour job. After flush-
ing out the radiator and putting the cooling system back 
together, the car ran at normal temperature. 

I found that the wiring was rotten. Removing the spa-
ghetti revealed two bare wires to the fuel pumps. I removed 
the dashboard and spent hours in the basement laying out 
the wiring on a Ping-Pong table according to the diagram in 
the manual to do the rewiring.  

We found the only thing holding the body on the frame 
in the rear were the two supports for the rear bumper. The 
entire inner fenders, which included the body mounts, 
were rusted out and missing. I could reach from the rear 
wheel well into the trunk directly. It stayed that way until 
2000 when the car received a full restoration. After the first 
RROC Spring Tour in Vermont in 1970 we found that the 
front brake shafts internal to the axle were not moving. 
Over the years the one shot lubrication to the front axle 
had failed. While stationed in Philadelphia, John Denison, 

B120MR in front of our garage before restoration in 2000.

Engine during desludge and inspection.

View of inner fender and why we had no body mounts. 

Body mount 
with nothing to 
attach to.

Rear view with 
damage below  
the trunk.
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an excellent mechanic in Chester, 
PA restored the brakes and did other 
repairs. We had to replace the front 
axle as the spring-wound internal brake 
shafts were frozen and not removable. 
We also replaced the rear brake drums 
with NOS drums that were 4–6 pounds 
heavier than the old drums that had 
been skimmed so often.

The MR and MX Series chassis have 
fixed radiator shutters and a thermostat 
on the front of the block. The thermo-
stat housings were originally cast of pot 
metal which was very poor quality just 
before WWII. While traveling from 
New England to Philadelphia we had to 
make a temporary repair along the side 
of the New Jersey Turnpike when water 
started to come out of the thermostat 
housing, hit the fan, and splashed onto 
the windshield. I plugged the hole in 
the thermostat housing with a bit of 
rubber tire and oozing tar from the 
road verge. We decided the fiberglass 
repairs were not doing the job and constructed a new hous-
ing for a modern thermostat. Now the car runs very well at 
about 87 degrees Centigrade most of the time.

We had found there was no support under the running 
boards and a previous owner had welded them to the rear 
fenders. While I was stationed in New Orleans I found a 10 
ft long piece of 2 × 8 hard swamp cedar plank in the Mis-
sissippi river. I cut it in half and used this impervious wood 
to support both running boards. It held everything together 
and the running boards and rear fenders stayed joined for 
several decades until the big restoration in 2000. After I 
retired in 1983 we spent year in South America, returning in 
1985, leaving the car in storage at my in-laws. One day they 
asked if the car was supposed to leak. We said “if it doesn’t 
leak it’s not feeling well” to which they replied “it sure must 
be feeling very well!”

When we were moving from Maryland to California in 
1980 we drove B120MR all the way. At a rest stop in Texas a 
news reporter showed up and asked if he could take a pho-
tograph and write a story. I still have the clipping about our 
trip across the United States.

Once home in San Diego we attempted to find a reason-
able body restoration shop. The first had a great reputation 
but when the man saw the car, he said “I am about to retire 
and this is too big a job for me at this point.” The next one 
quoted a minimum price of $100,000. We were discouraged 
to the point that my wife Ivonne said “why don’t we give 
this car away and get one that doesn’t need so much work?” 
I said we couldn’t do that—because you do not discard 
family members!

When one of our San Diego Region members had his 
Rolls-Royce repainted by his friend Jerry, a postal clerk 
in Ramona who wanted to restore a classic car, we too 

30 May, 198O in Beaumont, TX on our cross-country trip.

Loading B120MR on the trailer, January 22, 2000.
The rear fender is attached to the running board,  
which it should not.  
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approached Jerry. His father, who had owned a restoration 
business in Texas, had just retired and could oversee the 
B120MR restoration. We gave the job to Jerry with a time-
line, and he took on the job. The body came off the chassis 
and was put on a rotisserie, new inner rear fenders were 
constructed, new rear lights and license plate holder made, 
tears in the front fenders repaired, and new running boards 
constructed and separated from the rear fenders. While dis-
mantling the car we found the near side front spring was bro-
ken at the eye. How long the car had run that way we don’t 
know but we’re sure glad it never failed while on the road. 
A replacement master spring leaf was found and installed.  

Ivonne researched RR and Bentley colors of the era and 
settled on bodywork painted in Dark Cherry over Light 
Cherry and upholstered in red Connelly leather. Jerry 
did all the work after his day job at the post office and on 
weekends, in his home garage in Ramona, CA. It took him 
over a year and a half and we stopped by regularly to see 
the progress. 

The trimmer who had been recommended by the local 
RR dealer started the work—and then put I aside for almost 
a year. It was disappointing, not just because of the long 
wait but we ended up taking B120MR to another trimmer 
to correct the upholstery of the doors because they wouldn’t 

Jerry (r), the postal worker who really wanted 
to be a restorer. 

Left front spring master leaf broken at the eye.

View of body on the rotisserie while repairing fenders.

Bottom view of B120MR on rotisserie.
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close properly. Since this is a pillarless saloon, it took a 
month to get the doors hung properly to go on the pegs so 
the locking rod could enter the holes to lock the doors. The 
rear suicide doors have an additional safety mechanism, a 
leather-covered chain between the door handles. There are 
no latches between the front and rear doors, just a top and 
bottom peg for each door.  

In 2004 we drove to Monterey for the RROC Annual 
Meet. We had two inconveniences: a flat tire, found when 
we came out of the hotel one morning, and a clevis pin drop-
ping out of the equalizer rod for the braking system, result-
ing in a slow drift through a stop sign. Both were repaired 
in Monterey and B120MR won second in Touring Class for 
Derby Bentleys.

In 2011 we joined other Bentley drivers for a 5-day 
trip from San Diego to Squaw Valley for another RROC  
Annual Meet. (This will also be the venue for this year’s 
meet.) Just short of Lake Tahoe B120MR’s number six pis-
ton lost the top land and was spitting the top ring in tiny 

Upper door pegs.Hole for the door latch peg showing the rod.

Lower door latch pegs after restoration. 

The reupholstered interior. Master switch on the near side of 
the floor. 

Leather-covered lap robe chain; goes between the rear doors.
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pieces out through the exhaust post. This required 
an engine overhaul. Rob and a friend removed the 
engine and took it to the engine rebuilder. Once back 
in the car, after about 450 miles the engine blew a  
head gasket and our machinist/engine builder took the 
engine apart a second time to look for the problem. 
Among other things he found the crankshaft bearing had 
been scored. These are hall metal bearings, very simi-
lar to the current aluminum Porsche crankshaft bearings.  
He got a set from a friend and machined them to fit. 
This second engine rebuild has now about 300 miles on 
it and is still “breaking in.” The new head gaskets that are  
currently available are very thin and contain no asbestos 
in order to meet the current law. We had to torque and 
retorque the head four times before the car even got out 
of the garage. Hopefully the gasket will remain holding 
together in place for a while, as my machinist has also been 
trying to retire.

We had a minor electrical challenge because turning on 
the headlights would blow the main fuse. We found a wire 
in the headlight stantion had insulation worn so much as to 
cause a short. Luckily we discovered this while testing the 
lights while the car was in the garage so it did not become a 
dangerous situation. 

We attended the La Jolla concours a few weekends ago 
and were the only prewar car in the Rolls-Royce and Bent-
ley corral. The P100 headlights get people’s attention and 
the two black miniature poodles in the rear seat charmed 
the onlookers.

We enjoy driving B120MR very much, with the flexibility 
of third gear direct while in town and fourth gear overdrive 
when cruising. There is about 700 rpm difference in fourth 
gear between the MR and MX series Bentleys and the LE 
series. We can cruise at 70 mph at about 2150 rpm and keep 
up with modern traffic. The braking is excellent, when the 
servo is properly adjusted. With the prewar cars it is easier 
to adjust the servo by taking out a floorboard and observing 
the servo directly while making adjustments. 

Tube from reconstructed thermostat housing to the water pump. Number 6 piston showing a portion of the land which disap-
peared en route from San Diego to 2011 RROC Annual Meet. 
Required complete engine rebuild—twice. 

Offside engine compartment showing replaced windscreen wiper. 
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2004 RROC Annual Meet, after winning second place in Touring Class.

The pillowcase on the left is made from the banner 
of the first RROC Spring Tour in Vermont, 1970. 

The beauty of the pillarless saloon. After the car’s restoration in 
2000 we changed its name to Donna Ximena, after the heroine 
wife of “El Cid Campeador” who defeated the Moorish invaders 
in the final and deciding battle in Valencia, Spain, in 1094. This 
name is also in honor of my wife’s sister, Ximena, who together 
with her husband Brad Pearson did a marvelous job bringing “The 
Kit Carson Lodge” near Silver Lake in the Sierras on California’s 
Rte 88 to new heights.
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Since the advent of winter, the Foundation has 
not been participating in as many car shows as we do in better 
weather. The cars are all tucked away snugly, though work 
continues on several of them. As an example, the Phantom 
I gas tank (it’s a Springfield car, so “gas” and not “petrol” 
would be the correct term) was rebuilt by Pierce Reid and 
has been refitted to the car by Wayne MacDonald. The car 
looks much better now! And work continues on some of the 
postwar cars that have been donated for eventual resale.

The latest donation of prewar parts from David Morrison 
arrived in November, and the parts were unloaded quickly. 
Identifying and accessioning these parts is underway—a big 
job, but it gives us control of what we have so that we can 
sell the parts in the future.

The boxes of Rolls-Royce and Bentley records are now in 
secure and accessible storage with the Higher Information 
Group. They will stay in that location until they eventually 
are deposited with the AACA Library on indefinite loan. 
This is a very good and archivally sound solution to storage 
and preservation of these irreplaceable records.

By the time you read this article, construction will have 
begun of the new gallery space to display the Melbourne 
Brindle “Twenty Silver Ghosts” paintings, so graciously 
donated by Pres Blake. The addition of this gallery to the 
Museum will be a significant improvement to visitors’ 
experiences at the Museum. Thanks to all of you who have 
donated to this project!

We are also starting to plan a “Timeline” panel exhibit to 
go in the Museum. This will chronicle the history of Rolls-
Royce and Bentley from 1904 to the present. This too will 
be an improvement to visitors’ experiences at the Museum.

We voted to accept the donation of a very nice 1990 Silver 
Spur II from a donor in Florida. The car, in exceptional 
condition, will nicely complement the 1985 Silver Spirit as 
a second-generation example of the SZ style of Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley cars.

We also accepted the donation, from James Stejskal 
and his wife, Amb. Wanda Nesbitt, of a Mark VI Bentley 

Special roadster, B46AK. The car started life with a James 
Young coupe body, which was replaced by a Special body by 
Johnard in the early 1970s. It has been completely rebuilt 
and significantly modified for performance by Pierce Reid 
and Billings Cook of The Vintage Garage, and it has a new 
body by the Metal Works in Dewart, PA. The car, named 
“Black Adder VI,” is a formidable performer, with 90+ 
mph available in third gear alone; no one is exactly sure 
what the top speed is on this car! It is equally at home 
on the track or on the road. It is in outstanding condition 
bodily and mechanically, is as formidable in looks as it is in 
performance, and is the model of what a Bentley Special 
can be. It received a Touring Class award at the RROC 
Annual Meet in Orlando in 2015. It is a very welcome 
addition to our permanent collection, and it is on exhibit in 
the Museum.

The Foundation keeps moving ahead, and your support 
is greatly appreciated. Donations are the primary way by 
which our programs are supported, so please consider 
us in your tax and estate planning. And do come visit the 
Foundation and our museum soon!

B46AK
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one day in March 1986 I had a call from good friend 
and one-time neighbor Trevor Hudson to ask whether 
I would like to buy a Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost. Hud-
son was General Manager of European Distribu-

tors, a Giltrap subsidiary having the New Zealand Rolls-Royce 
agency. It transpired he had had a call from an attorney whose 
client owned that car and was in serious financial difficulty. The 
bank decreed he must sell the Rolls-Royce to raise the funds 
and deposit them in the bank within three days to avoid fore-
closure on his house.

Although I had spent a good 
deal of my spare time over many 
years restoring old cars and 
motorcycles including Model A 
Ford, Vauxhall, 3 Litre Bentley, 
Stanley Steamer and many oth-
ers, never in my wildest dreams 
had I visualized a Silver Ghost as 
a project. However, after some 
pretty intense negotiations with 
the lawyer I bought the car for 
$27,000 and had it transported 
to my home in Auckland. There 
was a touching moment when 
the handover by the owner and 
his charming wife was taking 
place. She asked to be excused 
and shortly after returned to the 

room with something wrapped in a 
striped pyjama top. She unwrapped 
the contents and with tears in her 
eyes handed me the Flying Lady 
mascot from the car which she 
had kept in the bedroom closet for 
many years.

I soon found that I had taken 
on a major project that was to 
dominate my life for a number of 
years. Before going into that, let 
me sketch the history of 47YG. 
The car was commissioned by Lis-
ton Wilson, a director of Wilson 

Replacement sedan body built by DCS Cousins and Cousins, 
circa 1932.

The Salvation of 
Silver Ghost 47YG

John Stewart (NZ)

47YG as commissioned by Liston 
 Wilson in 1922. Here in Auckland, 
New Zealand.

Sedan body of 1932 modified by G. 
Tremayn, circa 1938, pictured as used 
as a taxi by Mc Keating in the 1950s.
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and Horton, publishers of New 
Zealand’s largest daily paper, the 
New Zealand Herald, and came 
off test on 17  October 1922.

Wilson ordered a Barker 
tourer body, “the same as on 
his earlier Daimler” which in 
my opinion was not particularly 
elegant. When the car was ready 
for delivery, Wilson sent his 
chauffeur to England to partici-
pate in Rolls-Royce’s School of 
Instruction. He duly graduated 
and returned to NZ with the car, 
known as Gentle Jane, and a large 
packing case of recommended 
spare parts, most of which were 
never used.

After about nine years of 
use Wilson had the tourer body 
removed and an upright sedan 
body built by DSC Cousins 
and Cousins, a well-established 
coachbuilder in Auckland. Inci-
dentally, that firm rebodied a 
number of Silver Ghosts over 
the years including one as a fire 
engine and another as an ambu-
lance during the war. After using 
the car through the 1930s in 
sedan form, Wilson sold it circa 
1938 to a George Tremayn of 
Papatoetoe. Tremayn had estab-
lished himself as a specialist in 
the repair of Rolls-Royces and 
on occasion claimed he was an 
official Rolls-Royce service agent 
which was not correct. He set 
about highly modifying the sedan 
body by lowering it on the chas-
sis, fitting a large built-on trunk,  
adding new wheels and tires as 
well as a new steering wheel, 
flushing the rivets on the hood, 
relocating the battery from the 
running boards to below the 
floorboards, extending the rear 
of the body over the springs, and 
reshaping the guards. He also 
built a front apron and raised the 
headlights. The job took 3½ years 
but cost him less than £10. The 
overall result was a much more 
handsome body of more mod-
ern styling. In the redesign the 
lower body rails were located just 
above the running boards and 
were below the front shackle of 

Above: As 
purchased by John 
Stewart from F. 
Kerslake, Rotorua, 
1 April 1986.

L: Shows body 
as modified by 
Tremayn.

Below: Heading 
for Auckland, April 
1986.
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the rear springs. If in time any attention 
would ever have to be given to the springs 
or shackles then the whole side panelling 
and frame would have had to be removed 
to access the spring.

During the war and immediately after-
wards the car passed through a number of 
hands including a vintage car enthusiast, 
a plumber, a taxi driver, and others. Sur-
prisingly it escaped the ravages of having 
a gas producer fitted during the war which 
was the common fate of large-engine cars 
when New Zealand was desperately short 
of petroleum products.

In due course 47YG was acquired by 
Frank Kerslake, a wealthy property devel-
oper of Rotorua. Unfortunately the car 
was stored out in the open and suffered 
severely from the sulphurous Rotorua 
atmosphere that turned every bright part 
jet black, and the damp climate started 
severe rot in the untreated pine fram-
ing of the body. So, this is what I had let 
myself in for.

On inspection the body was found to 
be totally beyond repair and could not 
be removed in one piece. Neither could 
the panels be readily removed as they 
were attached by literally thousands of 
tiny panel pins. The solution was to pass 
a chain through the back windows, attach 
to a tow bar, and rip the rotten body from 
the chassis. Undignified but practical. All 
hardware, instruments, and other useful 
bits were of course carefully preserved. 
Time now to consider design of a replace-
ment body and restoration of the chassis. 
I had decided I wanted a touring body 
of somewhat crisper lines than the origi-
nal Barker and after much research of 
body styles selected a Barker-type sports 
tourer but with a slightly lower cowl line. 
I believe the final result is appealing but 
acknowledge that the windscreen is about 
two inches too low. 

A glimpse of the task ahead.

First stage of body removal for scrap.

Final stage of body removal at Gulf Motor Bodies.

Rotorua sulphurous tarnish.
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The engine was found to be totally worn out but the 
rest of the mechanicals were in surprisingly good order. 
The back end, gearbox, steering box, and steering gear 
required no attention. Wheel bearings and spring shackles 
needed replacing. The engine appeared as though it had 
never been dismantled. The crankcase contained an unbe-
lievable amount of thick black sludge. Piston rings were 
broken, big end and main bearings shot, and pistons worn 
out. To add to my woes, the previously mentioned Tremayn 
had removed the air pump and replaced it with an electric 
fuel pump but had also removed the cylinder wall oiler 
valve and all the lovely little fittings on the cylinder blocks. 
The starting carburettor was also gone as was the clutch 
stop and the firewall-mounted resistance unit. I was for-
tunately able to borrow all these 
bits from another Ghost to use as 
patterns for new castings and have 
replacements machined. I found 
an engineer who had recently 
made patterns and core boxes for 
a set of Alpine Eagle pistons for 
an Australian customer and he was 
happy to repeat the order for me 
so I ended up with an engine of 
slightly higher compression. The 
rest of the engine recondition-
ing was entrusted to a very skilled 
engineer who made a superb job 
of crankshaft grinding, cylinder boring, bearing 
pouring and so on. I was very fortunate to have 
the help of Steve Litten, well known these days 
in US Ghost circles, in the final assembly of the 
engine.

I would like to interrupt this narration with 
a little story about him. When the car was at the 
body builders, for whom Litten was then work-
ing, the hub nuts were sent to local electroplat-
ers for attention. Unfortunately the “boy” left 
them in the stripping bath over the weekend only 
to find on the Monday no thread left and much 
of the splines gone. The car was booked for the 
Australian Bicentennial Rally which was only 
a few weeks away. No time to search the globe 
for replacement hub nuts. Litten to the rescue. 
Don’t worry he said, I can fix it. He worked long Body ready for removal from chassis to paint shop.

Wooden bucks to form guards. Guard fabrication.

Framing up. Frame showing steel gusseting.

Steel reinforcing scuttle panel. Aluminum panel covers.
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hours for about four days and produced a beautifully machined set 
of nuts. Superb threading and splining and when plated and fitted I 
would defy anybody to tell the difference from the original. A bril-
liant engineer and machinist!

I commissioned Gulf Motor Bodies (since closed) to design and 
build the replacement body. Drawings were produced and con-

struction commenced. The senior body 
builder on the job was a UK-trained 
coachbuilder and I need have had no 
qualms about the quality of the work-
manship I was to receive. He did a mag-
nificent job of producing the Southland 
Beech wood frame with all joints glued, 
screwed, and steel-plated. A concealed 
steel cowl was fitted between the screen 
and hood which was then covered by 
aluminum panelling. This contributed 
to a very strong scuttle area so there was 
no flexing or scuttle shake. In the mean-
time other tradesmen were producing 
body panelling, completely new guards, 
and a new laser-cut firewall as the origi-
nal had been cut down 2.5 inches each 
side by Tremayn. New hood tops were 
made but the old side panels with vents 
were useable.

Whilst all this was going on, I was 
working on completely stripping the 
chassis and running gear restoring 
where necessary and painting. I had 
been warned that all bolts, attach-
ing brackets, shackles etc. were fitted 
with the famous Henry Royce 1 in 200 
taper and should not be removed as 
they would not reseat tightly. So, they 
were not disturbed. I designed and had 
constructed a stainless steel silencer 
and exhaust system to the original 

Concentrating on the pattern for the top’s frame.

Replacement air pump and cylinder wall oiler valve. New on the left.

Chassis ready for installation of engine and body.



March / April 2018 THE FLYING LADY 12725

dimensions. However, I could not find an exhaust cut-out. 
The radiator was recored.

The wiring was an interesting project. An immigrant 
from South Africa had brought with him several Crick-
lewood Bentleys and also part of the wiring loom from a 
multi-story elevator. The loom was probably about 40 ft 
long and consisted of dozens of color-coded braided wires. 
I was told to use whatever I wanted. Selected color-coded 
wires were removed and a loom to suit all the connections in 

the car was laid out and roughly taped at various junctions. 
This was then sent to a VCC member who had very cleverly 
adapted an old silk stocking machine to braid such looms. 
The end result was a very tidy white braided assembly that 
suited the white of the chassis and body of the car.

Gulf Motor Bodies completed the body to fully painted 
level, and with the chassis now finished to driveable state 
the two were reunited. The upholstery, carpeting, and top 

were dealt with by another firm that used New 
Zealand vat-died leather for the seats and doors. 
The original ivory tusk door pulls were used 
along with ivory door knobs. Back home and the 
reconditioned instruments were fitted and all the 
tidy-up jobs dealt with. It was by now January 
1988 and only a few days until the shipping dead-
line to Australia for the rally. We did make time 
to squeeze in a 200-mile shakedown run. To say I 
was impressed with the performance is a massive The engine room as it should be.

Wiring loom from elevator cable before braiding.

Visitor from outer space during restoration. Another part that had 
to be manufactured because Tremayn had removed the original.

Barely visible, the rare 3-blade high-speed fan as 
specified by Liston Wilson.
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understatement. The car was smooth, rela-
tively quiet, and had prodigious torque. It 
simply loafed along on the open road and 
I began to feel that the years of work had 
all been all worthwhile. Back to Auckland 
and into the container the next day and off 
to Sydney.

This total rebuild had taken just under 
two years. 

With a couple of old friends who were to 
travel with us on the rally, we picked up the 
car in Sydney about a week later and set out 
for Brisbane some 760 miles north by the 
inland route and the starting point for our 
chosen route to Canberra. Rain was pouring 
as we left Sydney and for most of the first 
day. The car performed perfectly. On the 

Wide cocktail cabinet allows side curtains to be slipped into the 
cavity behind the front seat.

Nice original dash with full instrumentation including 
gradient meter.

A portrait in Auckland’s Cornwall Park and (below) another shot in Cornwall Park, including sheep.
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second day we continued with the car feeling better all the 
time until in a totally deserted part of the Outback we failed 

to proceed. Ignition OK. Fuel sup-
ply OK. Time to be concerned. 
Literally miles from anywhere and 
approaching late afternoon we were 
certainly not equipped for a night 
in the open. After going over and 
over all the possibilities I finally 
decided to dismantle the carburet-
tor. Removed the dashpot—and 
there was the culprit. The penny-
sized disk hinged to the dashpot 
spindle had worn through the hinge 
pin and dropped down to close off 
the gas passage to the manifold. 
We removed the broken parts of 
the pin and searched fruitlessly in 
our tool and spare parts boxes for 
a piece of wire or something simi-
lar to replace the pin. By now we 

were getting fairly desperate when my wife found a hair clip 
(or bobby pin) in her handbag. Now, she has never used 

Balloon chase. Canberra, Australia 1988.

Concours winner at combined classic 
car and bridal fashion show.
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these items in her life so how 
it came to be in her bag is a 
total mystery. A bit of cutting 
and twisting and we had a use-
able piece of wire. With huge 
relief we carried on, arriving 
in Brisbane after dark and 
totally exhausted. That piece 
of hair clip is probably still on 
the car because I have no rec-
ollection of replacing it!

The rally was a hugely enjoyable experience but I will 
not try your patience by detailing it in this epistle. Suffice it 
to say that we won the concours in our group and as a con-
sequence were obliged to enter the final concours where we 
were runners-up out of 1200 cars. Not bad for a car that had 
only 200 miles of road test before starting the rally and with 
an owner who dislikes concours events.

After the rally we continued touring in NSW and Victo-
ria for some weeks and completed over 3000 miles of abso-
lutely trouble-free motoring.

In 1993 we again shipped the car to Australia to par-
ticipate in the first Wholly Ghost tour. Thirty-eight Silver 
Ghosts and another fabulous tour. Apart from a minor 
plumbing problem we enjoyed trouble-free motoring again.

After returning the car to NZ we travelled to many events 
throughout the country and never again failed to proceed. 
However, advancing years and the difficulty in handling 
even a wheel change determined that I should reluctantly 
consider selling. On receiving an offer too good to refuse 
from a fellow club member, I let her go.

Since I sold the car it sat in a museum for a number of 
years and after being sold at auction it found its way to the 
present owner in the South Island of New Zealand. He has 
toured it extensively and recently shipped it to Europe for 
the Alpine Rally reenactment where I understand it per-
formed impeccably.

Apart from the thousands of miles of huge enjoyment 
from 47YG it also opened the doors to another extraordi-
nary experience. In December 1991 the famous AX201 
was shipped to Auckland for a two-day visit as part of a 
worldwide publicity tour. A parade through Auckland  
City had been arranged for which an appropriate driver 
was required. My Silver Ghost experience was related to 
Rolls-Royce UK by Trevor Hudson and the company pro-
vided me with a Certificate of Authority to drive this fabu-
lous car. Despite its great age I found her easy to drive.  
Excellent steering, smooth clutch, lots of power on the hills. 
Not quite as quiet as I expected and a slightly difficult gear 
change but nevertheless an unforgettable experience. For 
that story, turn the page . . .

47YG with its second body, ca. 1937/8. 
(People unknown.)
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At speed, (note flags) Newcastle, NSW, Australia 1988.
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my first contact with that famous Silver Ghost was 
near the end of 1991, in the Gold Coast show-
rooms of the Queensland Rolls-Royce agent, 
where I was permitted to sit behind the wheel, 

having first removed my shoes. The car was nearing the end of 
a worldwide publicity tour and had recently been the subject of 
a total restoration. To say the result was magnificent is barely 
doing the vehicle justice. The car was to continue its tour in 
New Zealand in a few weeks. 

I returned home to New Zealand after that visit and a few 
months later received a call from Trevor Hudson, Managing 
Director of British Vehicle Importers Ltd., inviting me to 
become involved in the de-boxing of the car on its arrival 
for the NZ leg of its tour, and to participate in my Ghost on 
a run through Auckland City and Newmarket that had been 
arranged for publicity purposes. The container in which the 
car had travelled from Brisbane was to be unloaded outside 
Coutts’s premises in New North Road and it was here the 
trouble started. 

The shipping company, the press, TV, and others were 
lined up with more camera gear than I had ever seen before 
awaiting the extraction of this magnificent beast from the 
container. As I had experience with Ghosts, Hudson asked 
me to drive the car out of the container and into the show-
room. He provided a mechanic to do the cranking (no starter 
on this veteran) and he cranked and cranked and cranked. If 
you’ve ever tried to crank a 7½L Ghost engine you will know 
how tough this can be. We finally had a feeble response 
from the engine with clouds of foul-smelling smoke but 
it would not keep running. There was 
nothing for it but to manpower the car 
across the foot path and into the show-
room; so much for the publicity shots. A 
quick sniff of the fuel tank clearly identi-
fied the problem. The odor was similar to 
turpentine which is typical of very stale 
gasoline. I suggested the tank be drained 
and refilled but was told this was not on, 
as the car was now on public display and it 

would not be proper to be seen working on it. Furthermore 
the potential fire danger to their nice new showroom was 
something they were not prepared to risk. 

The next day I turned up with my Ghost to participate in 
the city parade and, seeing AX201 out in the yard, assumed 
the fuel problem had been dealt with. In fact, as I learned 
later, all that had been done was to add some fresh fuel to 
the tank and hope for the best. As it turned out the best 
was not good enough. As we were about to move off, I 
made to get in my car but Hudson held me back, saying 
he had secure clearance from Rolls-Royce UK for me to 
drive AX201 and that he in turn would be driving my Ghost. 
As can be imagined, Rolls-Royce is pretty fussy about who 
drives this famous vehicle, and I am privileged to be on the 
short list of those so blessed. 

We set out along Karangahape Road, and the car was not 
running at all well. However we made it to the top of Queen 
Street and then had an uninterrupted downhill run to the 
Victoria St./Queen St. intersection, probably one of the bus-
iest in NZ. The light was just turning red and we came to a 
halt, first car in line. I had the hand throttle set for a pretty 
fast idle which didn’t sound good so after a quick discussion 
with my riding mechanic, a really nice guy, we decided on a 
slower idle as the engine was now warmed up. Big mistake. 
She promptly sputtered to a stop and there was only one 
thing to do: hand-crank up in front of a considerable audi-
ence, including some press photographers. The accompany-
ing picture, which appeared in the Dominion, with a most 
unflattering caption, tells the story. 

The True Story of AX201’s 
New Zealand Visit 

John Stewart (NZ)
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We continued without incident down the rest of Queen 
St. to Parnell Rise which she climbed with absolutely no 
effort whatsoever. It is one of the fascinations of these cars 
that most hills are climbed with only a slight increase in 
carburetor hiss and little else to indicate a change in effort. 
In Parnell we swapped cars and Hudson continued in 
AX201 down to Newmarket and, as had been prearranged, 
proceeded down the center of the main street. Two thirds 

of the way through the township, a lunatic anti Royalist 
charged towards the car armed with a galvanized bucket 
full of fresh horse manure. He hurled the contents towards 
the car and made a fair old mess of the hood and wind-
screen and poor Trevor Hudson who copped a good dose 
all over. Apparently annoyed that he had failed to distribute 
the entire contents of the bucket as intended, the fellow 
threw the bucket at the car, severely damaging the sidelight 
and part of the windscreen frame. He then lost his balance 
and crashed into the back guard of the still moving car and 
made a complete mess of that. The police arrived promptly 
and arrested the guy who had been restrained by members 
of the public. I had a camera on the seat of my car and as I 
was only a couple of car lengths behind I was able, from my 
grandstand position, to get excellent photos of the whole 
incident. At the subsequent court case where the perp was 
charged with Willful Damage, Disorderly Behaviour and 
Common Assault I was called as a witness and was able to 
produce my pictures, which left the outcome in no doubt. 

My Driving Impressions of AX201
Despite the handicap of lousy fuel I was hugely impressed 
with way the car drove and handled. The steering was light 
and positive, much better than mine. The brakes were good 
and again better than mine. The gearshift was diabolical but 
I am sure would be mastered with experience. The clutch 
was the usual superb Ghost item. The engine performed very 
well and was delightfully smooth. However, I was surprised 
that it was not as mechanically quiet as I expected it to be. 
In all a fantastic experience which sadly gave Rolls-Royce 
the sort of publicity they could not have been happy with. 

Note: Trevor Hudson, having read a draft of the above 
tale, tells me that there is a little more to the story of the 
visit of AX201 than I was aware of when I first wrote this 
down. It seems that he, although senior sales representative 
of the New Zealand agents for Rolls-Royce, was not aware 
that AX201 was on a world tour until the car was about due 
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to leave Australia for the Middle East. On being alerted to 
the fact, he immediately phoned the factory and managed 
to persuade some of his good personal connections that it 
would be a great idea to divert the car to nearby Auckland 
for a quick stopover on its way to the Middle East. This was 
agreed to, but because of a very tight shipping schedule only 
three days would be allowed for that. As a result there were 

only a few hours in which to clean the car of horse manure 
before reloading it into the container for export the next 
day. The day after the Newmarket incident, an expert brass 
worker in the Waikato, having read of the damaged sidelight 
in the press, phoned Hudson to offer a complete repair at 
no charge to Rolls-Royce; however by this time the car was 
already containerized and on its way.  
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Interchangeable Parts
William Rau (CA)

For nearly 25 years, William Rau’s custom steering 

wheels have graced many a swell car. Based in Los 

Angeles, Rau Automotive Woodwork handles not 

only concours quality wood restoration and scratch 

builds for vintage and current models but also items 

for series production. Rau is usually much too busy 

to find time to put pen to paper but he will be a tech 

seminar instructor at the Lake Tahoe Annual Meet 

and this short article will give you a flavor. 

t here is a certain cachet to saying something is “hand-
made,” particularly in this age of accelerated automation. 
The word connotes making things in a time-honored 
manner, using hand tools and traditional methods. 

But, such an approach takes time. That may be fine for vio-
lins or custom wood steering wheels, but how many of us 
would want to wait for handmade replacement parts for a 
refrigerator or automobile trim, and then have those custom 
fitted? Interchangeable parts to the rescue!

These are parts that are designed to fit any device of the 
same type. A concept so buried in our understanding of the 
world, one might think it has been around forever. If a Rolls-
Royce dealer orders a part to replace a suspension member 

A splayed bundle of walnut 
burl displaying its potential 
for stunning book-matches.
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on a Silver Ghost, there is no doubt that, when properly 
installed, it will fit and function as the original did when 
the car was new. Or, if you bought a box of 10-24 machine 
screws from one source and fitted them with nuts and wash-
ers from another manufacturer, the underlying assumption 
is that everything will play well together. No one would 
pause to consider the consequences if they didn’t. But this 
“simple” idea was startlingly new in the 18th century, when 
everything from muskets to farm machines required custom 
hand fitting of parts. 

The development of interchangeable parts, and the 
tools and machines to make them, laid the foundation of 
the industrial revolution, including the nascent automobile 
industry.

Sling-shot Eli Whitney into the 21st century to the facili-
ties at Goodwood or Crewe, and chances are he would expe-
rience an exhilarating version of “shock & awe,” bewildered 
by the degree of precision and robotic control exhibited in 
the manufacturing of these high-end automobiles. They 
along with other elite automakers represent the apotheosis 
of cutting edge manufacturing.

“I Know It’s the Right Part Number,  
But It Doesn’t Match”

Wood trim is a product of this sophisticated manufacturing 
and functions as do other man-made interior parts in a car—
designed and made by computers. They fit interchange-
ably in doors, dashes, consoles and more. Trim pieces have 
parts numbers and even barcodes to facilitate the ordering 
of replacements. However, what man does not create are 

the sumptuous and uniquely beautiful wood veneers that sit 
atop those interchangeable parts. And therein lies the rub.

For over a century, wood has helped create the luxury 
car mystique. As a rolling salon, the automobile has become 
our second home and stunningly beautiful wood is now 
part of the DNA of these opulent vehicles. Trim designers 
search the world of veneers to find that special combination 
of grain and color that will help define a new look for their 
creations.

Veneer is produced at veneer mills where selected logs 
are sent for slicing and bundling. Depending on the size of 
the log, the yield is anywhere from a few hundred square 
feet to thousands. Consecutive slices of veneer are wrapped 
as bundles that usually number 24 leaves and within a given 
bundle, the leaves are virtually identical. For this reason, 
the veneer for the interior of a car will be selected from 
one bundle, so that all the trim parts share the distinctive 
markings and color nuances characteristic of that bundle. 
Adjacent leaves will be used to make the book-matches for 
doors, dashes, and picnic tables.

Book-matches have long been part of the design fabric 
of Rolls-Royce and Bentley motorcars. From my experi-
ence evaluating the wood in various luxury automobiles for 
a comparative testing company, Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
appear to be the only luxury car manufacturers employing 
this compelling design element to such a high degree.

Even though luxury cars are made to the highest stan-
dards, utilizing extensive research, thorough testing and 
best manufacturing practices, a very small number of wood 
parts exhibit defects within the warranty period. Empiri-
cally, the typical defect is a single deep crack through the 
clearcoat.

What causes these cracks to appear may lead to an 
interesting discussion of coatings and substrates, but to the 
dealer, the factory representative, and especially the owner 
of the—usually expensive—car, the important thing is what 
can be done about it. One thing they all agree upon is that 
the solution needs to be swift and seamless.

As the introduction said, Rau steering wheels aren’t just for restorations or 
one-off custom jobs. Over time, the thousands of custom steering wheels the 
firm has made for customers around the world in wood or carbon fiber have 
resulted in a dedicated steering wheel division. Moreover Rau handles other 
types of automotive interior trim pieces and the company has become the go-to 
source for design studios and OEM vendors. In 2013 Rau became an interior 
trim supplier to Tesla Motors and has by now produced over 50,000 production 
trim pieces. In 2016 Rau Racing Wheels was born to create upgraded steering 
wheels for Mustangs, Challengers, and trucks like Ford Raptors, Chevy 
Silverados, Ram Rebels, and Jeep Wranglers.

Some of the woods currently used by Rolls-Royce and Bentley.
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To Replace or Repair
As one might guess, there are not many options available. 
Of course, there is that barcode, “guaranteeing” an exact 
replacement part, and to a parts jockey, a new part is just 
an email away.

Since the singular beauty of decorative wood falls into 
the same category of uniqueness as snowflakes and finger-
prints, replacement of just one or two trim pieces in the 
interior is a poor option because they won’t seamlessly 
blend. And in some cases, a part is on indefinite backorder. 
Now what?

As elsewhere in life, the best solution is to keep the fam-
ily together. Keeping the damaged piece with the original 
wood set maintains the family resemblance of grain and 
color that is unique to the interior of that particular auto-
mobile. But how? 

To begin with, the damaged part will have the same 
veneer as the good parts, so that’s a clear advantage. If one 
could only wave a magic wand or say the magic words and 
erase the crack, the part would be as good as new. A touch 
of legerdemain does play a role in the process, as does luck, 
but it’s not just smoke and mirrors. Preserving the color is 

Maserati door cap with 
a significant crack.

Repaired.
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the first requirement. Micro repair at the point of the crack 
and global finishing of the part is just the magic the wizard 
ordered. And, as with a Beverly Hills plastic surgeon, there 
can be no vestige of the procedure once it’s done. 

Actually, there is a third alternative to repair or replace. 
It is an extension of the replacement solution. Replace all 
of the parts with a complete new set of wood. Though this 
may seem to be a clear case of throwing the baby out with 
the bath water, it is a workable and no-surprises solution. 
Taking the argument to its logical conclusion, if a match-
ing replacement part cannot be provided, then one has to 

replace everything. (The grin widens across the face of our 
parts jockey as he hears this option).

A recent case in point is a Rolls-Royce customer in the 
Midwest who purchased a new Ghost and took delivery of 
the vehicle from a dealer on the west coast. At some point 
he complained that one of the interior wood panels was 
cracked. The service director contacted RRMC, received 
the replacement part from the factory, and made a special 
trip flying out to the Midwest customer.

As could be expected, wood being wood, there was a color 
difference between the Wenge interior and the replacement 

Maserati door  
trim in ribbon  

mahogany. Even  
a good mechanic  

can have a “bad” day.

Repaired.

Detail of crack in walnut burl door cap. Repaired.
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part. An exact matching piece was not available and as a last 
resort, an entire new set was going to have to be ordered. 
The service director then sent us the Wenge part for what 
he felt would be an exercise in futility. But to his surprise, 
we returned the part to him in its original condition. 

All was resolved to the complete satisfaction of the par-
ties, including the customer, when the repaired part was 
presented to him for inspection and he couldn’t tell which 
corner had been dinged!

Lest one think that this technique can be applied uni-
versally to wood from any car, it is really a young car’s game. 

Basically, the crack in the clearcoat is an anomaly. The 
veneer and finish appear to have good adhesion through-
out the pieces and that’s why this type of treatment can be 
successful.

Creative restoration of this kind is a triple-win 
solution:

• First, it keeps the original set of wood intact.
• Second, it preserves the color of the damaged part.
•  Third, after oven curing, the part(s) can be 

returned to the dealer quickly.

Maserati  
carbon fiber.

Repaired.

Rolls-Royce Ghost fascia 
with chip in Wenge veneer.

Repaired.

Repaired.

Crack in Elm 
Cluster fascia  
of Rolls-Royce 
Phantom.
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for most of their history, Rolls-Royce and Bentley made 
motorcars with folding soft tops. The first tops were fully 
mechanical, and fairly trouble free. By the 1950s the en-
gineers at the Crewe works had followed the custom of 

the day and employed large low-pressure rams to push the top 
frame up toward the windshield, where the driver pulled down 
and locked it by hand. That was the first power top, or “hood” 
in British parlance.

For 1996 Bentley introduced a fully automatic convert-
ible top as part of the new Azure. A few years later the 
same hydraulic roof was used in the Final Series Corniche. 
Roughly 1,300 of these cars were manufactured through 
the 2003 model year, and almost 500 of them are here in 
North America.

The automated top allowed Bentley and Rolls-Royce 
to keep up with the technology of less exclusive brands, 
many of whom had started offering convertibles whose tops 
opened and closed without any intervention beyond push-
ing a button. Tugging on a roof handle and hooking the two 
latches was looking passé by the ’90s.

Bentley adapted the components of their new top from 
the Mercedes CLK Cabriolet, where they had a reputation 
for reliability. Unfortunately the same has not proven true 
for the Crewe implementation.   

At Robison Service we have been repairing these tops 
since they were new, and our company’s other service 
departments work on Jaguar, Mercedes, and BMW with 
similar convertible top technology. That gave us a leg up 
when we saw the new Azure. We welcomed the opportu-
nity to become familiar with the system before tackling 
Bentley’s implementation.

Crewe craftsmen had for many years sewn convertible 
tops from Everflex, a high-grade vinyl. The new Azure 
departed from that with a synthetic canvas top a la Mer-
cedes, BMW, or Porsche. Tops were made from Haartz 
Stayfast or German Sonnedecke fabric. That may seem like 
a small change but the way it folds and lays is quite different.

The new Bentley tops had more padding and insulation 
than other brands so they were thicker and therefore did 
not fold as well. In response Bentley’s engineers added thin 
steel cables to the gutters of the tops. The cables looped 
out in spots and passed through rubber straps that were 
attached to the frame. Those served to pull the fabric into 
position as it folded and unfolded. The system was prob-
lematic from the beginning. Rubber stretched and cables 
pulled loose.  

The tops now dropped into a well that was revealed by 
the opening of a large rear cover and two smaller square 

Convertible Top Hydraulics in Azure  
and Final Series Corniche Cars

John Elder Robison (MA)

Top down, top up, that Azure sure is sexy. With the top down it looks sleeker than the older 
Corniches/Continentals with their stacked top. If you’re a second-hand buyer you might marvel 
at the low prices these days. There’s a reason . . . the complex folding top is highly trouble-prone.  
A complete overhaul can run $15–60,000. And you can expect to do it again in ten years! 
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side covers. When the stay cables sagged they tended to 
snag a 90-degree edge of one square cover or the other. If 
left unrepaired the cables would yank the cover out of posi-
tion and tear loose from the top, both leading to jams and 
the possibility of significant damage. We saw that happen 
when these cars were still under warranty and it was a har-
binger of trouble to come.

Another concern was adjustment, or lack thereof. It was 
easy to tighten the manual header bars in older cars if the 

seals leaked water. That was not the case with these auto-
matic tops. We picked up a brand-new Corniche in 2001, 
and drove into a rainstorm. The car streamed water in the 
header bar and there was nothing we could do but hide like 
trolls beneath a bridge. It was an embarrassing predicament 
to be in with a $360,000 car! Luckily we got it fixed before 
the owner saw his new vehicle.

The next problem was hydraulic deterioration. These 
new tops folded into a much smaller space that required 
a lot of hydraulic pressure for compaction. The fully auto-
mated tops needed a dozen hydraulic elements as opposed 
to two. Reliability went down. The new compact hydraulic 
actuators ran at higher pressure that increased stress. That 
made any failures all the more spectacular.   

Hoses popped off actuators, or came apart at the ends. 
Sometimes these failures could be traced to factory quality 

assurance (QA) breakdowns but other times 
they blew from excessive load. Actuators 
blew seals or bent and jammed. Interiors 
were stained and owners were sprayed.

With all this technology the automated 
top system became one more thing that 
could strand a car. Older Corniche tops 
could be tugged closed and latched when 
the hydraulics failed, as could the tops in 
the Jaguar XJS. The Mercedes SL tops were 
totally manual until 1990. With the new 
automatic tops a jam meant the car could not 
be secured and it could only be driven 15–20 
mph to a sheltered place if the top was stuck 
“half-down.”

The factory insisted the automatic top 
could be raised and lowered manually but 
the process took training (which owners 

The automatic top has actuators buried throughout the 
mechanism. Lines are secured with clips as shown.

The Mercedes logo and part number are clearly visible on this Bentley 
header bar actuator.

The header bar latches pull the top closed at the 
windshield. They are a frequent trouble source as 
they are subject to sun heating in summer and 
mechanical stress when closing. New ones, if you 
can find them, are $1,500.
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didn’t have) and a few special tools (which are lost from 
most cars today). In two decades of working on these cars 
we have only met a couple of owners who successfully oper-
ated their tops manually. We’ve seen a few who broke things 
in the attempt, and a lot who gave up and called a hauler.

This was a problem for all high-end convertibles but 
it tended to be worse for Bentley owners because service 
options are few and far between once you got out of the 
big cities.  

None of these problems have disappeared with age. In 
most cases they’ve gotten more difficult. The one thing 
that has improved is that we’ve learned a lot about these 
 electric-hydraulic systems from the other European car 
lines and that has helped us develop strategies to keep the 
Crewe cars on the road with roofs that operate as desired, 
most of the time.

But that comes at a cost. Depending on the complete-
ness of repair, parts costs, and prevailing labor rates the top 
repairs for any given car may range from $15–60,000 as of 
2018. The lower end of that range represents a car that has a 
good top canvas and needs lines only; the higher end of the 
range would represent a car fixed with new genuine parts or 
whose top fabric also needs to be replaced.  

Like many other things in the Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
world, an owner should never ask “How bad can it be?” 
While I cite the common cost range above, we have seen 
cars that were neglected until a mis-fold of the canvas 
caused the metal frame to bend and deform. I’ve seen cars 
with extensive cosmetic damage from leaving a stuck roof 
open. There is really no limit to what can go wrong on such 
an expensive car or how much it can cost to fix.

If you have one of these cars, and you have not 
dealt with the top, be aware that every car of this 
series needs these problems addressed. Some have been 
redone already but most have not. Deteriorating hydraulic 
lines can be seen on external inspection. The smart owner 
will take care of aged lines at that time. Owners who lack 
that attribute will wait until lines blow open, at which time 
they will also contend with oil staining the top fabric and 
possible damage to the frame.

There are two schools of 
thought relating to repair of 
these tops. Minimalists and 
some used car dealers fix the 
one thing that is failing, but 
that presents a significant risk 
of taking things apart over 
and over in a complex system 
where all the parts wear at a 
similar rate. Experienced ser-
vice professionals feel that all 
the hoses and actuators should 
be dealt with at the same time 
so the job is done once and 
for all.

Minimalists cite the five-
figure cost of a complete 
repair as justification for doing 
less, but when the lesser job is 
redone 4–5 times over a few 
years, cumulative costs are 

Convertible top removed from the vehicle.

Latches and actuators removed 
from the car.
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likely to exceed the one-time cost of proper repair. When a 
car is patched by replacing one or two hoses the repair can 
is kicked down the road to a time when labor costs will be 
higher and parts more scarce.

In my opinion there are several reasons these tops are so 
problematic. As noted before the top mechanism is adapted 
from the Mercedes Cabriolet. The Azure is quite a bit larger 
than the Mercedes, so the mechanism is subject to consid-
erably more mechanical load. That is the first contributor to 
diminished reliability. Everything has to work harder.

The next area of concern is the lines. Crewe engineers 
chose an insufficiently durable hose material, as evidenced 
by the obvious physical deterioration we see on many 
hoses. Mercedes hoses of the same age do not generally 
show cracking and crumbling. When we repair these tops 
we install aftermarket hoses that are of hopefully more 
durable construction.

The final weak link is the actuators. We often find actua-
tors with leaking (blown) seals, which is a sign of overload 
and wear. We also see bent shafts on the rams; another 
sign of overload. We’ve been able to find rebuilders who 
strengthen the rams in the process of rebuild, and we’ve 
had better luck with those than with new parts from Crewe.

The availability of stay cables and parts for the top is 
spotty. We often end up making those parts in our shop. 
Anyone who considers fixing one of these tops should pay 
close attention to the cables and how the top folds, and rec-
ognize that many repairs will require sewing.

A complete repair usually consists of these steps:
•  Evaluate the top mechanism and identify the problems 
to be resolved.
•  Repair any tears in the fabric around the stay cables, and 
make sure the rubber springs and cables themselves are in 
good shape.

•  Replace the aged hydraulic hoses with new hoses. A 
complete kit consists of 26 hoses whose total length is just 
short of 200 feet.  
•  We replace the actuators with new or rebuilt parts.  
•  Test and service the mechanical latches for the header 
bar. As of this writing new parts are still available.
•  Test the pump and valve unit. Most times these do not 
need repair.
•  Check the operation of all mechanical pivots and elec-
trical switches. We’ve seen several cars whose top frames 
were cross-threaded at the factory so that the threaded pins 
broke on removal. Many of those pins cannot be bought and 
will have to be made by a machine shop.

Anyone who has done top repairs on a newer Mercedes 
or Jaguar will recognize the issues in these cars. However 
the hand-built nature and complexity of the Bentley and 
Rolls-Royce make repairs vastly more complex. The low 
production of the Crewe cars means basic QA issues were 
often never worked out and the best we can hope for is lim-
ited reliability backed up by regular service and adjustment.

If you decide to proceed with repair you start by removing 
all interior trim behind the front seats for access. The back 
seat and the rear quarter side panels have to be removed. 
The trim inside the convertible well must come out (care-
fully as it can break) and the trunk carpet must come out too.

The passenger side windshield pillar has to be disman-
tled along with the top covering of the windshield. If the 
hoses were tied off in that area you may have do some dis-
mantling of the dash as well. The door sill trim and carpet 
must be removed on the passenger side to access the lines 
to the header bar.

We are usually able to remove all the actuators with the 
convertible top frame in the car, but sometimes it’s neces-
sary to take the whole thing out for access. You’ll need two 
people to lift it.

The top frame may also have to come out to remove 
the hoses to the windshield frame. They may be taped 
tightly under the top frame along the top of the gas tank.  

Convertible top and rear upholstery are removed. The lines 
and wires are visible. One of the top’s stay cables has snagged the driver side top well cover. 

This will rip the top and damage the cover.
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Assembly techniques varied; most cars don’t need frame 
removal but some do.

When you see the original hydraulic lines don’t be sur-
prised if the outer casing has fallen apart to an alarming 
degree. Most original hoses do that. Some shops use gen-
uine Bentley replacement lines but we’ve quit doing that 
because the OEM lines appear to be the same material as 
the originals, and look what happened to them! Others sug-
gest braided stainless hoses but those are thick and we fear 
they contribute to jamming and snagging. The best hoses 
we have found come from a firm called Top Hydraulics 
in Oregon.

The same company rebuilds and reinforces the hydraulic 
actuators. The only thing they do not rebuild is the mechan-
ical header bar linkages. We are buying those through Mer-
cedes at this time, but some are getting scarce though for 
now they are also available 
through Bentley.

After the lines and actua-
tors have been replaced it’s 
necessary to get the sys-
tem bled before it will work 
properly. Until then the top 
mechanism will start mov-
ing but jam and beep part-
way. In our shop we use two 
people for this task along 
with a supply of Mercedes 
CLK top fluid. One person 
operates the switch while the 
other assists the top in vari-
ous spots until it has cycled 
enough times to push oil 

through the lines. We keep the reservoir topped off dur-
ing this process and note when the level stops going down. 
That’s the point where most of the air is out and the top 
should start to work on its own. You have to purge air from 
200 feet of line, so don’t expect to rush.

Bob Toti from our shop has worked with Top Hydraulics 
owner Klaus Witte to develop a map for the hydraulic lines, 
and each replacement line is marked. It’s critical to route 
them correctly as the system won’t work with errors, and the 
frame may bend if the main rams push against each other 
because one was connected backwards.  

We budget 80 hours for a typical job, but individual cars 
may vary. There’s no 4-hour fix for these tops! Parts are 
costly, though the prices in the aftermarket are considerably 
lower than what you’ll find in the factory catalog. I’m ordi-
narily a proponent of genuine parts but this is a situation 
where the aftermarket pieces we’ve chosen appear to per-
form significantly better than the original bits they replace.

These tops have a simple control strategy. When you 
press the button the motor starts and hydraulic power flows 
to the first set of rams. When those rams move they cause 
contacts to close, which switches the valves on the motor 
to power the second set of rams. Those cause yet another 
switch closure and a switch to the third circuit. This process 
continues until the top is fully opened or closed—or until 
it jams. There is no reset, and no need to read fault codes.  
Once you get used to these tops you can see how they work, 
step by step.

When tops fail to work these are the most common reasons:
• Hoses blow open, or the system leaks and oil level drops. 
Hydraulic energy does not reach the actuators;
• Actuators or hoses leak and do not reach full pressure, so 
they are too weak;
• Hydraulic problems cause one side or the other to move 
slower, and a mechanical jam occurs;
• Electrical switches become misaligned or disconnected;

A stripped frame screw and the replacement, made in our 
machine shop.

Pump assemblies are located 
in the trunk. They are the 
most reliable components 
in the system. Note the 
delaminating hoses.
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• Fragile header bar latches jam or misalign and the top 
won’t close or release;
• Stay cables rip loose and the top folds funny, causing a 
mechanical jam.

We have probably serviced 50 or more of these tops over 
the past 15 years. This is a common enough thing that we 
have broken convertibles in our shop almost all the time, 
and we get them from all over the US and Canada. Most 
of our top work is confined to hydraulics but we have more 
and more calls to also replace the fabric, particularly in cars 
that live outdoors.

Convertible top repair is not simple but it’s not rocket 
science either. If you’re patient and skilled you could do this 
job in a home garage, though I’ve never seen that happen. It 
would be an extraordinary owner who would undertake such 
a complex task. If you decide to proceed, your friends will 
surely think you are skilled, confident, or crazy, depending 
on how things turn out. Before you start, I’d offer these 
pieces of advice:
• Look the whole job over very carefully. Don’t start unless 
you are 100% sure you can finish.  This is not a job to evalu-
ate under the influence of alcohol.
• You’ll be removing hundreds of fasteners and dozens of 
panels in the course of this job. There are no workshop man-
uals or illustrated guides to show how they go back together. 
Keep that in mind as you disassemble. Take lots of pictures.
• Pay attention to the location of all screws, washers, and 
spacers holding the interior trim. All the trim is hand-fitted 
and it will save you a lot of time if you note what hardware 
went where, particularly spacers.  
• Carefully clean and condition all the leather while it is 
out of the car. Once clean, be careful not to get marks on 
anything. The trim is fragile when removed.
• We remove the actuators first and send them for rebuild. 
We check the header bar latches very carefully and replace 
the whole latch if we see wear or jamming. The day will 
come that new latches are no longer available and at that 
point we will re-bush them.
• When the rebuilt or new actuators come back we refit 
them one at a time. Once the actuators are in place we 
replace the lines, working from the trunk actuators forward. 
In some cases you can see the line routing; for others you 
can tie the new line to one end of the old line and pull it 
through body passages.
• Do not make the mistake of stripping all the hydraulic 
lines out of the car at once as you will have a terrible time 
figuring out where the new ones go. Routing is critical and 
there are no printed diagrams. Use the car for a model and 
be guided by experience.  
• Once the lines are replaced we pulse the pump and 
bleed the line circuits. The system will self-bleed if cycled 
carefully.
• When the roof begins to operate it is imperative that you 
watch the stay cables on both sides to ensure they do not 
snag on the body or trim. Snags can cause rips that will lead 
to costly fabric replacement and possibly trim damage.
• Do not fully close the roof without first installing the 
trim over the header bar latches. If you do that the roof will 
pull down too far and the latches can be damaged.

• If you remove the roof assembly be very careful to align 
it properly before trying to run it with hydraulic power.

Once the top hydraulics have been rebuilt the system 
should be good for at least 10 years. We have been using the 
present parts and methods of repair for most of that time 
and we’ve not seen any repaired systems subsequently fail.

Our one ongoing concern is those stay cables. Every 
time the top goes up or down they are tugged and the rub-
ber straps that help them fold will stretch and break. Many 
top problems start when a stay cable snags in the bodywork 
and tears part of the top or misaligns part of the top cover. 
Watch the cables from the side and make sure they are 
clear. Even if your car has new actuators the stay cables can 
still fail. Expect to keep adjusting them, and don’t forget to 
do it!

It’s tempting to ask what’s wrong with these cars, why 
they were allowed to have such flaws for what they cost. 
These are better imagined as low-production drivable 
sculptures that were made with limited resources in the 
modern era. When you look at all the tests these cars had 
to pass, and all the design requirements, and how few engi-
neers the company had to do it . . . it’s a miracle the cars 
came into being at all. When you put the cost of a typical top 
repair in context it’s seldom more than 10% of the original 
price of the car. Most people who bought these cars new 
could afford that, but I agree it’s a source of stress for many 
secondhand buyers. The fact is, every Bentley-grade exotic 
has similarly costly weaknesses. It goes with the territory on 
cars at this level.

That said, if you are considering buying an Azure or Cor-
niche, keep in mind that the cost of top hydraulic repair may 
represent a significant fraction of the price of the second-
hand vehicle. It’s my opinion that the additional cost of top 
repair is factored into the selling price of these cars when 
they are in the $40–50k range. Cars selling at $100k should 
be all done. Any time you consider buying one of these cars 
a careful pre-purchase inspection will be money well spent.

John Elder Robison is a NY Times bestselling author 
and the General Manager of J E Robison Service Com-
pany, celebrating 30 years of independent Bentley, 
Rolls-Royce, BMW/MINI, Jaguar, Mercedes, and Land 
Rover restoration and repair in Springfield, Massachu-
setts. John is a longtime technical consultant to the 
RROC and he’s owned and restored many fine British 
and German motorcars.  
 Find him online at www.robisonservice.com or in 
the real world at 413-785-1665. In addition to his writ-
ing John leads tech sessions at his shop and at RROC 
Annual Meets.  
 Watch this space for future technical articles from 
John on a recurring basis. 

—Tech. Ed.
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THE BEST LIKES ARE ANALOG

Drive with us.  800-922-4050 | Local Agent  |  hagerty.com

Insurance. Valuation. Membership. DriveShare™

Vehicle make and model names and logos are property of their respective owners and their inclusion does not imply sponsorship of or affiliation with Hagerty or any of its 
products or services. Hagerty Insurance Agency, LLC, provides insurance and determines final risk acceptance. Membership and DriveShare are provided by non-insurance 
affiliates of The Hagerty Group, LLC.  Hagerty, the H Gear Shift Logo, HAGERTY. FOR PEOPLE WHO LOVE CARS, and DRIVESHARE BY HAGERTY are registered or common 
law trademarks of The Hagerty Group, LLC. ©2017 The Hagerty Group, LLC.
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CARS FOR SALE

PHANTOM II (14UK) 
1935 Brewster New-
port. RHD, no divi -
sion window; com - 
pleted by Brewster/
Inskip in NY; sold new 
to Cora E. DeWitt of 
NY (widow to Dewitt 
drug and medicine 
company founder); 
second owner, Marga-

ret Carnegie Miller, daughter of industrialist and philanthropist An-
drew Carnegie; see p. 143 of John de Campi’s book, Rolls-Royce in 
America; car has gone through an older complete 3-year ground-up 
mechanical and cosmetic restoration; has been shown on a limited 
basis w/ limited miles since restoration; complete history along w/ 
restoration and service records available; additional information and 
photos available upon request; a highly collectible, rare classic. 
$140,000 US funds Reg Collings Alberta Canada 403-271-1119 or 
email: regcollings@shaw.ca 

PHANTOM III (3AZ72) 
1936. In 2009 the car 
was provided with a 
Vanvooren type drop-
head coupé body; the 
engine was completely 
dismantled and rebuilt, 
chassis restored to an as-
new condition, the hood 
was individually de-
signed, and the new leather upholstery was specified w/ ergonomic 
seats; the color scheme is inspired by shades from the 1930s and 
executed in light and dark blue; the car comes complete w/ an ex-
tensive history file and w/ manuals and handbooks; a brochure w/ 
further information is available on request. Asking €295,000 (approx 
US$350,000). Marinus Rijkers The Netherlands, 0031624129050 
or email: mrijkers10@gmail.com 

SILVER WRAITH (WHD34) 1951 Park Ward saloon. White w/ tan 
interior; manual, 6 cyl; real head turner; special design. $85,000. Steve 
Wolf South FL 561-498-5600 or 561-436-3131 www.europeanauto 
bodyinc.com 

SILVER WRAITH (FLW20) 1956 Park Ward limousine. Burgundy 
w/ tan interior; automatic, 6 cyl; new leather and woodwork; show 
quality. $135,000 Steve Wolf South FL 561-498-5600 or 561-436-
3131 www.europeanautobodyinc.com 

SILVER DAWN (SP 
G15) 1954 saloon. 
Shell grey and Tudor 
grey exterior w/ red 
interior; unusual front 
bench seat; wood re-
done by Brian Bassett; 
all major systems re-
stored by Gerard He-
bert; 54,000 mi. 
$60,000. Kelly Kyle 

MS 601-942-5087 or email: rkk@kyle-wynn.com 

SILVER CLOUD (LSDD212) 1957 saloon. LHD; white w/ grey 
interior; automatic, 6 cyl; was used for weddings. $60,000 Steve 
Wolf South FL 561-498-5600 or 561-436-3131 www.european 
autobodyinc.com 

SILVER CLOUD II (SZD3) 1961 saloon. RHD; “off white” w/ grey 
original interior; excellent mechanics and maintained for years by 
Doug Seibert, Rochester, NY; rust-free vehicle since new w/ upgraded 
am/fm/cd radio, lambswool rug overlays and radial whitewall tires; 
vehicle has complete factory tool kit and owner’s manual; a “must-see” 
vehicle located in New York State by Club member; always garaged; 
shows 15,000 (approx.) mi. 2nd time round. $54,000 Carlos Dunn 
Catskill, NY 518-943-2724, cell: 518-755-7758 or email: e pictures 
are available on request at cdunn8482@yahoo.com

SILVER CLOUD III
(LSKP415) 1965 sa-
loon. LHD; Shell grey 
w/ Scarlet interior; 
beautiful paint, very 
good overlays; perfect 
wood; all new leather; 
factory a/c, new 
brakes; complete tools, 
manual and build 
book; received 3rd 

place in National Touring; 5 from last standard saloon built. $82,500 
Barry Atkisson Brandon MS email: barry4243@att.net 

SILVER CLOUD III (CBL11) 1963 lwb saloon w/ division. RHD; 
black w/ tan interior; automatic, 8 cyl; restored; show winner; good 
running classic. $80,000 Steve Wolf South FL 561-498-5600 or 561-
436-3131 www.europeanautobodyinc.com 

PHANTOM V (5LAS35) 1960 James Young limousine. LHD; blue w/ 
tan interior; automatic, 8 cyl; Boca Concours “Best in Class.” $225,000 
Steve Wolf South FL 561-498-5600 or 561-436-3131 www.euro 
peanautobodyinc.com 

PHANTOM V (5LV 
E19) 1965 Mulliner, 
Park Ward limousine. 
LHD; one of only 6 
chassis built; ordered 
new for use in Ger-
many by German De-
partment Store mogul, 
Helmut Horten, De-

cember 28, 1965, including leather front seats, cloth rear seats, and 
rare German labeled dashboard; car has received a recent repaint in 
its original black; interior is in remarkable original condition and 
interior wood trim is in pristine condition; car drives the way a Rolls-
Royce should; it is both powerful w/ a smooth suspension and ride; 
car comes with its tools, jack, spare tire and service books. $130,000 
Cooper Classics Collection NY, NY 212-929-3909 or email: sale@
cooperclassiccars.com 

TO SUBMIT AN AD:

Rates:  For Non-Members AND/OR Commercial classified ads are $1/
word PLUS $50 per photo sent electronically to HQ, b/w or 
color. Members pay $25 per electronically submitted b/w or color 
digital photo; text (up to 100 words) is free. There is an additional 
$25 scanning charge for each photo print submitted by mail by 
Members, Non-Members, and Commercial.

Deadlines:
11/1 1/2 3/1 5/1 7/1 9/1 

Email to:
edilger@rroc.org

Fax to:
RROC Headquarters at  

717-697-7820

or mail to:
Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club,

191 Hempt Road,
Mechanicsburg, PA 17050
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SILVER SHADOW (LRD21577) 1975 lwb saloon. LHD; green w/ 
tan interior; automatic, 8 cyl.; project car. $12,000 Steve Wolf South 
FL 561-498-5600 or 561-436-3131 www.europeanautobodyinc.com 

CORNICHE (DAC-
05029) 1982 Mulliner, 
Park Ward drophead 
coupé. Unique and 
beautiful Red (burnt 
orange), light tan hides 
w/ burnt orange piping 
and tan convertible 
top; just repainted in 
original color by Auto-
motive International 
of Charlotte; one of the most distinctive Corniches extant; exceptional 
condition; 9,460 mi. from new. $69,500. Robert Morey agent for 
member Carole King SC 843-814-7550 or email: britishsportscar 
consulting@gmail.com 

BENTLEY R TYPE 
(B98SR) 1953 H.J. 
Mulliner saloon. RH 
D; a most handsome 
example featuring el-
egant classic Coach-
built styling with 
the “Silent sportscar” 
trademark heritage; 

spirited performance assured w/ its big bore engine and sought-after 
manual gearbox; pleasantly patinaed and reasonably preserved 
throughout; selective discerning upgrades later will only enhance its 
escalating investment value; ready now to open the sunshine roof and 
enjoy the drive. $34,975. Tony Handler CA 310-473-7773 or email 
rollsbentleyparts@verizon.net 

BENTLEY R TYPE  
(B407SP) 1952 saloon. 
RHD; beautiful com-
bination of silver and 
black; sunroof; stan-
dard 4 speed trans-
mission; completely 
restored, mechanically 
perfect; stainless steel 
exhaust, clean engine 
and chassis, new gai-
ters, new tires, new leather; new state of the art a/c at a cost of $8,000; 
RROC National 1st place in touring class; a fine example of a beauti-
ful car that needs nothing; show it or tour it; very reliable; 93,000 
total mi. $52,000 Jack Scheve FL 954-235-2920 or email: jack 
scheve@bellsouth.net 

BENTLEY R TYPE (B451SP) 1953 saloon w/ division. Division 
glass and bench front seat (1 of 3); all car’s tools plus walnut-cased 
touring kit; 50 year library, records, memorabilia, badges and tro-
phies; enormous amount of tools, fixtures, machines and devices for 
making, repairing and testing parts; approximately 1,500 pounds of 
parts: engines, gearbox, starters, generators, sheet metal, hundreds 
of small parts. $55,000. M. Wayne Stanton AL 205-737-7175 or 
email: wstanrrb@aol.com 

BENTLEY S1 (B477CM) 1957 saloon. Stone white, nice paint; nice 
leather and chrome; wood redone; rebuilt RR motor from Crewe and 
rebuilt carbs and water pump; new manifolds; stainless muffler; a/c; 
redone radiator; too much invested; sorry brake problems. $17,500 
obo Antone Mendoza MA 508-676-1550 or 508-971-4588 

BENTLEY MULSANNE 
S (SBJ-22712) 1988 sa-
loon. Cobalt blue exterior, 
parchment hides w/ blue 
piping; 49,000 mi. $18,000 
Kelly Kyle MS 601-942-
5087 or email: rkk@kyle 
wynn.com 

BENTLEY TURBO R  
(RBL-31748) 1990 sa-
loon. LHD; Brewster 
Green paintwork, 
painted in 2009; tan 
upholstery; always ga-
raged; good cosmetic 
condition and runs ex-
ceptionally well; long 
service history w/ car; 
professionally serviced 
by Taylor Motors; great driving car, fast and comfortable, the best of 
the Bentleys; 85,030 mi. US$22,000. Charles Metcalf London, 
 Ontario. 519-870-4634 or email: metcalfdesigninc@gmail.com
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BENTLEY TURBO R 
(RBM-36086) 1991 
saloon. Blue w/ cream 
interior; well main-
tained and always ga-
raged; exterior and 
interior in excellent 
condition; runs well w/ 
plenty of power; ser-
viced by Jenkins & 
Jenkins; 81,400 mi. 

$21,000 Marshall Walker Lancaster, SC 803-289-9402 or email: 
rockw@comporium.net

CARS WANTED

Wanted Rolls-Royce and Bentley—Silver Ghost, 20-25, 25-30, Wraith, 
Silver Wraith, Phantom I, II, III, IV, V and VI, Cloud I, II, III and 
any Rolls-Royce and Bentley from 1900 to 2003 in any condition. 
Top Price Paid. Please call Peter Kumar NY 800-452-9910 or email:  
PeterKumar@GullwingMotorCars.com

1984–1990 CORNICHE drophead coupé; bright red w/ dark tan or 
black or solid red interior (no white trim); it must need a new engine, 
or a complete engine rebuild. Fran Doyle 10804 Colvos Dr NW, 
Gig Harbor, WA  98332 253-851-3726

Wanted: Pre and Post War Rolls-Royce and Bentley Motor Cars. 
Prefer Good, Original or Restored Cars but will consider any. Please 
contact Mark Hyman 314-524-6000 or email: mark@hymanltd.com 

Pre- and postwar Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars wanted in any condi-
tion or price. Will travel anywhere. Glyn Morris Tel. 847-945-9603 
or email: glyn@belmontgroup.net

WANTED: Rolls-Royce and Bentley in any condition! Dead or 
Alive from Rust Bucket to Perfect! Everything considered! Top 
dollar paid! Please call Alex Manos CA 877-912-0007 or email:  
continental5000@gmail.com

PARTS FOR SALE
Donald Koleman, President of Competition Motors Ltd., as successor 
to the late John de Campi, invites you to visit our website www.compe 
titionmotorsltd.com and view one of the largest inventories of 
pre-war Rolls-Royce and Bentley tools available. Parts are also 
available upon request. You may email your needs to rrparts@ 
competitionmotorsltd.com or contact Tom at 603-431-0035 

The Vintage Garage has been the name in engine rebuilding, me-
chanical restorations and service for decades. Now at our new 
 facility in Vermont and ready to assist you with your Rolls-Royce 
or Bentley project. Contact Bill Cooke and Pierce Reid for resto-
ration, parts and rapid turnaround component rebuilding at The 
Vintage  Garage 802-253-9256 or rpreid@pshift.com, www.vintage 
garagevt.com 

SHEEPSKIN RUG OVERLAYS custom made by Easirider in Eng-
land for all models RR/B and other vehicles. Comprehensive color 
selection, best quality in the world. Contact American distributor 
Phil Brooks, Kexby Limited Company 102 Carnoustie, Williams-
burg, VA 23188. Phone 757-258-8550, mobile 703-975-6511, or email: 
kexbyphil@gmail.com

Bentley S1 1957 6 cylinder 298 C.I. MOTOR removed running and 
good; using oil; head has been done; motor complete, $2,500 obo; 
RR MOTOR STAND, $2,500 obo Antone Mendoza MA 508-676-
1550 or 508-971-4588
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www.RBspares.com are suppliers of parts and accessories for all 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars, modern or vintage. Visit our 
NEW user friendly website to see our full catalogue and special 
 offers. We also specialize in complete tool kits. BUY DIRECT FROM 
ENGLAND! 0044 (0)7968 849541 or email: worspares@yahoo.co.uk; 
david@rollsbentleyspares.co.uk Formally Rolls Bentley Spares Ltd. 

Rolls-Royce and Bentley PARTS: – Highest quality of parts;  reconditioned, 
used, or new – guaranteed bargain prices. We are Rolls-Royce and Bent-
ley SPECIALISTS for over 35 years; a full service facility – from minor 
service to major overhauls; complete body work, paint, restoration, wood 
refinishing and trim work. Prestigious Euro Cars Please call Bob at 
954-779-1000 for any questions that you may have for your needs, or 
email: prestijious@aol.com; visit our web site at www.prestigiouseurocars.
com 1420 N.W. 23 Ave., Fort Lauderdale FL 33311 

LITERATURE FOR SALE
ROLLS-ROYCE/BENTLEY, large selection original sales litera-
ture, handbooks, manuals, parts books, press kits, books, etc.; 1930s 
– 2000s; most postwar models, many prewar. Call or email with 
needs. Jeff Trepel NC 704-866-4636/704-519-9406 or email: jtrepel1 
@gmail.com

Bespoke and personalized books created showcasing your Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley motorcars: To sample, please go to the speedreaders.info 
web site and search “LHLW4 The Outtakes”. Contact Bill Wolf NJ 
908-687-0904 or email: bill.wolf1@aol.com

SERVICES OFFERED
BRAKES sleeved and re-
built: masters, wheels, 
clutch. Rebuild calipers, 
servos, AC throttle/ride 
control/actuator valves. 
Shoes relined. Restore 
backing plates with cylin-
ders and shoes. LIFE-
TIME WARRANTY. 
White Post Restorations 540-837-1140, www.whitepost.com 

Wood, leather, trim restoration. Factory trained Rolls/Bentley spe-
cialist, Gold Coast Auto Interiors, Inc., Philip E. Howland 621 
N.W. 2nd Ave., Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33311 954-467-1500 or Mobile: 
954-551-5119, GOLD1500PEH@gmail.com

Lever-type shock ab-
sorbers rebuilt, Rolls/ 
Bentley 1967 and 
earlier. $385 each 
(most). Brakes re-
sleeved and rebuilt, 
masters $265 each, 

wheel cylinders $95–$145 each. Just sleeving $50–$115 each. Apple 
Hydraulics 1610 Middle Road,  Calverton, NY 11933 631-369-9515, 
1-800-882-7753, www. applehydraulics.com

Sam Smyth Imported Car Service Inc. Rolls-Royce and Bent-
ley Specialist. Established in Ireland 1934 www.smythimports.com  
513-616-6846 24 hr cell  

APPRAISALS & PRE-PURCHASE INSPECTIONS for collec-
tor cars; 1946–65 RR and Bentley a specialty. 18 years experience 
in collector car industry, 10+ years maintaining various EPW and 
Cloud series in commercial service. RROC and AACA judge. Based 
in AL, and regularly travel throughout the Southeast. James Coats  
205-413-0480 or email: James@CoatsCars.com 

Master Rolls-Royce Mechanic, 40 years experience; 20/25 – Spur; will 
travel; very fair reasonable rates. Located in Astoria NYC. Robert 
Turner 203-417-5070 or email: robertrex1957@gmail.com 

SWITCHES LIKE NEW. Over 1,000 restored.  
Dash switches re-faced to showroom perfection. 
Repaired, restored, and re-engraved by hand. Mas-
ter switches, carb, fog, wipers, steering boss, quad-
rants, etc. Pre-1976. Locks disassembled, repaired, 
and re-plated. Chrome, nickel, and cad plating ser-
vice. Sill plate restoration and reproductions.  
NS Refinishing 3186 Irishtown Road, Gordonville, PA 17529  
717-768-0751 or email: stanscantlin@gmail.com 

British Tool Works 
offers a large line of 
Rolls-Royce tools in-
cluding brake pump 
sockets, carburetor 
balancing kits, pullers, 
ball joint sockets and 
crank hub sockets. We 

also manufacture spring compressors, liner pullers, hydraulic ram 
wrenches and much more. See us at www.BritishToolWorks.com or 
call Kelly at 801-897-1324 Kelly@BritishToolWorks.com 

MISC FOR SALE
Professional leather restoration/maintenance products, “Simply the 
Best since 1968” rejuvenator oil, prestine clean, crack filler, custom 
color Connolly dyes LEATHERIQUE WWW.LEATHERIQUE.
COM 877-395-3366

Wool FLOOR MATS for front and back seats; custom fit for  
1985 –1998 Silver Spur; like new condition and soft on your feet; black 
w/ leather driver’s heel foot rest; great addition to your RR or Bentley. 
Cost new $1,750, will sell for $800 plus shipping. Frank Feiler Past 
Chairman Florida Region, 561-445-4040 or email: Fdf@fdfbiz.com 

MODEL CAR COLLECTION of almost every series of Rolls-Royces 
in various scale sizes. Many original Franklin Mint, Danbury Mint and 
other assorted makers, approximately 100 models and all in excellent 
condition; also have many other car automotive items and memo-
rabilia, gas pumps, bi wing airplane; 40 year collection being down 
sized and looking for good home or shop to go to. Frank Feiler Past 
Chairman Florida Region, 561-445-4040 orw email: Fdf@fdfbiz.com 

ROLLS and ROYCE BRONZE  
BUSTS—Bronze portrait busts of 
Rolls and Royce, 8 inches tall, 
$575 including USA delivery. 
Club Member John McGlynn 
U.K. 00 44 1253 300100 (UK 
hours 08. to 18.00 only please) or 
email: johnmcglynn@blueyonder.
co.uk 



French office: Christian Teissier, 8 Avenue J.Bordeneuve, 47300 Villeneuve-Sur-Lot, Bordeaux France  Tel: 0033 55 340 3470  Fax: 0033 55 340 3481  christeissier@yahoo.fr
Japanese Office: Mr Kiyoharu Wakui, Kuruma Doraku 2-10-11, Yayoi Bunkyo Ku, Tokyo, Japan  Tel: 0081 33 81 16 170  Fax: 0081 33 81 66 175  kuruma.doraku@nifty.com

125 Harlequin Avenue, Great West Road, London TW8 9EW, UK
Tel: 020 8847 5447  Fax: 020 8560 5748      
www.frankdale.com  Email: sales@frankdale.com 

S A L E S  |  S E R V I C E  |  T R I M M I N G  |  R E S T O R A T I O N

For further information and complete stocklist please telephone or email us at the addresses below

the world’s oldest independent  
Rolls-Royce and Bentley specialist

1965 Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud III  
Sports Saloon by Mulliner/Park Ward

1961 Bentley S2 
Continental Drophead Coupe by Park Ward

1960 Bentley S2 
Continental Coupe by H.J.Mulliner

1956 Bentley S1
Continental Coupe by Park Ward

1938 Bentley 4 ¼  Litre 
Sedanca Coupe by Gurney Nutting
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www.Rau-Autowood.com wcrau@rau-autowood.com
310-445-1128

www.Rau-Autowood.com
los angeles

continues to create the finest custom steering wheels

William Rau

Celebrating 25 years

French office: Christian Teissier, 8 Avenue J.Bordeneuve, 47300 Villeneuve-Sur-Lot, Bordeaux France  Tel: 0033 55 340 3470  Fax: 0033 55 340 3481  christeissier@yahoo.fr
Japanese Office: Mr Kiyoharu Wakui, Kuruma Doraku 2-10-11, Yayoi Bunkyo Ku, Tokyo, Japan  Tel: 0081 33 81 16 170  Fax: 0081 33 81 66 175  kuruma.doraku@nifty.com

125 Harlequin Avenue, Great West Road, London TW8 9EW, UK
Tel: 020 8847 5447  Fax: 020 8560 5748      
www.frankdale.com  Email: sales@frankdale.com 

S A L E S  |  S E R V I C E  |  T R I M M I N G  |  R E S T O R A T I O N

For further information and complete stocklist please telephone or email us at the addresses below

the world’s oldest independent  
Rolls-Royce and Bentley specialist

1965 Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud III  
Sports Saloon by Mulliner/Park Ward

1961 Bentley S2 
Continental Drophead Coupe by Park Ward

1960 Bentley S2 
Continental Coupe by H.J.Mulliner

1956 Bentley S1
Continental Coupe by Park Ward

1938 Bentley 4 ¼  Litre 
Sedanca Coupe by Gurney Nutting
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Driven by devotion. Discovered online.
The Bentley Heritage Parts website.
  A comprehensive online resource where you can search and find over 55,000 genuine parts, components and diagrams 
for Bentley and Crewe-built Rolls-Royce models from 1955 to 2009. It’s the perfect tool to help you preserve your 
Bentley as a genuine example of motoring history with genuine Bentley parts.

 Register today and start exploring heritage.bentleymotors.com
 The name ‘Bentley’ and the ‘B’ in wings device are registered trademarks. © 2016 Bentley Motors Limited.
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RROC Spring Tour
April 8-13, 2018

Natchez, MS to Nashville,TN

All Tour participants are invited to show their Rolls-Royce and Bentley
autos free of charge in the EuroFest show on the weekend prior to the Tour.

Ivy Green - Home of Helen Keller

Rowan Oak - Home of Southern Writer William Faulkner

Double-Decker Bus Tour of Oxford, Mississippi

Tupelo Antique Auto Museum

Birthplace of Elvis Presley 

Historic Antebellum Natchez, Mississippi

For further information contact:
Kelly Kyle, Tour Chairman, at rkk@kyle-wynn.com

or 601-942-5087 (cell)
To register, email RROC HQ at rrochq@rroc.org

or call 717-697-4671

NORTH SHORE 
BOSTON TOUR

2018

JOIN US OCTOBER 8TH-13TH

ROLLS-ROYCE 
OWNERS' CLUB 
YANKEE REGION 
NATIONAL TOUR

THIS IS A HUB TOUR 
BASED IN BEVERLY, MA

ACCOMODATIONS 
WILL BE AT THE 

WYLIE INN, BEVERLY

DAILY EXCURSIONS 
TO GLOUCESTER, 

SALEM, CONCORD, 
NEWBURYPORT, 

ESSEX AND A TRAIN 
TRIP INTO BOSTON

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
CONTACT TERRY LYMAN
AT ATLYMAN@AOL.COM

OR JAMES SPRAGUE
AT JBS@IX.NETCOM.COM

 HIGH SIERRA MOTORING
Lake Tahoe, California

RROC NATIONAL MEET 
August 11-18, 2018 

DAILY DRIVING TOURS 
TECH MEETS 

SOCIETY MEETINGS 
CONCOURS d’ELEGANCE 

Meet activities start with the Tahoe 
Wooden Boat Concours, followed by 
motoring tours in the spectacular 
scenery of the California Sierra, and 
drives to historic gold mining towns, 
private collections & lakeside vistas. 

 
 

 

Then join us afterwards for the fun at 
Pebble Beach with a week of tours & 
events; culminating in the Concours 
d’Elegance on August 26th.  
 MEET     Barbara & Austin Kilburn 408.379.6887 
CHAIRS:   Brent & Helen Heath      510.567.3320 

MEET WEEK  Aug 11-18 POST-MEET Aug 20-26 

Then head to Pebble Beach for a week of   
fun-filled tours and events, culminating in  
the Concours on Sunday August 26th.  

MEET Barbara & Austin Kilburn 408.379.6887
CHAIRS: Brent & Helen Heath 510.567.3320

Meet activities start with the Tahoe 
Wooden Boat Concours, followed by 
motoring tours in the spectacular scenery 
of  the California Sierra, and drives to 
historic gold mining towns, private 
collections & lakeside vistas.
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 Richard Anderson ------------------------ San Marcos, CA 

 Michael Bell -------------------------------- Vancouver, BC 

 Philip Birkeland -------------------------------- Fircrest, WA 

 Julie Brinkerhoff Jacobs ------------- Corona Del Mar, CA 

 Bob Burr --------------------------------St. Matthews, SC 

 Robert Byram --------------------------------- Metairie, LA 

 David Conlan ---------------------------- New Orleans, LA 

 Cutler  ---------------------------------Palm Springs, CA 

 Stephen Emmerman --------------------- Punta Gorda, FL 

 Dan Goldstein ---------------------------------Chantilly, VA 

 Nick Grewal ------------------------------------ Gilford, NH 

 Thomas Neal ---------------------------------- Arcadia, CA 

 Dale Schell ------------------------------------Concord. CA 

 Gordon Spitzack ---------------------------- Faribault, MN 

 J. Sterling Stover ----------- Chesterton, Oxfordshire, GB

 Michael Totleben ------------------------------Hallock, MN 

 Albert Veres ------------------------------- Vero Beach, FL 

 Van Wells ------------------------------------ Columbia, SC 

 Avery Wise ----------------------------------- Waxhaw, NC 

 Guanhua Zhai --------------------------San Francisco, CA 

F RO M  T H E  PAG E S  O F

the

PARK-WARD MOTORS MUSEUM
Rolls-Royce & Bentley

America’s #1 restorers and sellers

312-320-6996

Cultivating the Rolls-Royce legend...
and passionate purveyors of  the world’s most beautiful hand-
built automobiles. Every Rolls-Royce at Park-Ward Motors 
has been meticulously crafted and restored to top condition. 
To experience a degree of  automotive craftsmanship no classic 
car restorer has ever done before, visit the Park-Ward Motor 
Museum in Crystal Lake.

Contact Rodd Sala for a personal tour and further details on 
your bespoke restoration or how to acquire one of  these beautiful 
automobiles for your personal collection.

www.park-ward.com
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POST 55 PARTS
Specialists in NEW parts for  

Rolls-Royce & Bentley motorcars  
manufactured prior to 1965

INVENTORY EXAMPLES
• Large & Small Master Cylinders  

as low as $260
• Wheel Cylinders $100

• Oil Filters $17
• Air Intake Hoses $115

• Brake Shoes & Pads $240
• Brake Drums $325

We will save you thousands!

To order call 704 965 8138
Email: post55parts@gmail.com

or visit our website

Post55parts.com

European Foreign Classics Ltd.
Specializing in Rolls-Royce & Bentley Motorcars

Service—Maintenance —Restoration
Pre-War to Current Series Specialists
Brake & Hydraulic System Overhaul
Electrical System Repair & Re-wiring
Fuel Injections & Carburetor Overhaul

Engine/Transmission Service & Overhaul
Custom Accessories for Interior & Exterior

Full Detailing & Polishing Services
Heating & A/C Systems Repair Services

—Other Available Services—
24-Hour Emergency Flatbed Towing

Collision & Paint Refinishing
Our New Painting Facility and our expertise results in 

some of the most beautiful examples in the region!
35+ Years of Rolls-Royce & Bentley Experience

The pride we take in our work is only surpassed by  
seeing your resulting pride in ownership!!!

Thomas Palasciano —Owner & Principal
European Foreign Classics Ltd.

325 Great Neck Road
Great Neck, NY 11021

(516) 829-6200 FAX (516) 829-6815
www.europeanforeignclassics.com

www.flyingspares.com
Telephone: +44 1455292949 Email: sales@flyingspares.co.uk

QUALITY PARTS GUARANTEED - Your choice of:

“Fast service!”
Howard - Alberta, Canada

“Shipped to the USA in two days!” 
Peter - Florida, USA

“Great service from the USA”
Darrell - Atlanta, Georgia, USA

• Twelve strong sales team
• Decades of Rolls-Royce & Bentley parts knowledge
• Free technical information & f itting advice
• 48 hour delivery to most North American destinations
• Exclusive discount for RROC members
• Free Apple & Android App for easy ordering

Where quality comes f irst

Flying Spares Ltd, Station Road Industrial Estate, Market Bosworth, CV13 0PE, UK

Fully secure e-commerce website with parts listings, diagrams and technical information

Trusted worldwide to offer fantastic levels of service:

QUALITY SERVICE GUARANTEED

• New Genuine Bentley parts – many at discounted prices
• New Aftermarket parts – all Safety Related aftermarket parts
   manufactured in Europe
• Guaranteed Reconditioned parts – all overhauled in the UK
  either by us or a specialist reconditioning company
• Recycled parts – carefully parted out to ensure we can offer
  the widest range of second hand parts

RECENT ADDITIONS TO OUR RANGE:
• TUV (European Safety Standard) approved Steering Track Rod
  Kits for all models from 1955 – 1982

WE WILL BUY
YOUR CAR

When considering the sale  
of your motor car  

or collection, be assured  
that we offer the best prices.

We also offer repairs, service and 
restoration of Rolls-Royce  

& Bentley Motorcars
FOR ENQUIRIES PLEASE CONTACT  

KEVIN M. EASTWOOD AT (954) 594-2142
EXECUTIVE MOTOR WORKS

Visit our website at

www.executivemotorworks.net
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F o u n d a t i o n :

The Rolls-Royce Foundation is a separate 501(c)(3) non  profit 
organization from the RROC and can be contacted at

189 Hempt Road, Mechanicsburg, PA 17050 

rrfoundation@comcast.net
717.795.9400 

www.rollsroycefoundation.org

“ D e d i c a t e d  t o  
p r e s e r v e  a n d  
p r o m o t e  t h e  h e r i t a g e  
o f  R o l l s - R o y c e  a n d  
B e n t l e y  m o t o r c a r s ”

April 20th, 1907 .  15the  Automobile . A D V E R T I S E M E N T S .

A Few Goals of the  
Rolls-Royce Foundation:
•  Digital archiving of  

historical & factory 
records

•  Educational museum
•  Scholarship endowments 

for vintage vehicle 
restoration & automotive 
technology programs 
at institutions of higher 
education

•  Historical information is 
available by individual 
chassis request.



JACK BARCLAY

THE ONLY SUPPLIER OF PRE-1955 OF BENTLEY AND 
CREWE BUILT ROLLS-ROYCE PARTS
hrowen.co.uk/bentley/aftersales

Over 80 years of meticulous craftsmanship can now be ordered at the click of a button at our new online store hrowen.co.uk/bentley/
aftersales. As the largest global stockist, we offer the widest selection of parts to keep your cherished automobile performing 
beutifully.  As Bentley specialists, we also supply parts for all post - 1955 models up to and including the latest Bentley range.

For more information 
Email: jackbarclay@hrowen.co.uk  
Call:  Service +44 (0) 207 738 8880  Parts +44 (0) 207 738 8333 
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REPLACEMENT PARTS, INC - RROC 2018 DIRECTORY AD
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We are one of the largest independent, online suppliers
of rubber seals, new old stock, used, OEM, tune-up
and overhauled parts for Rolls-Royce and Bentleys,

featuring one of the largest supplies of rubber seals and
weather-stripping in the world. We ship worldwide daily.

“Supplier of Rolls Royce & Bentley
Motor Car parts since 1979”

Our Online Store Offers...
• Weather stripping
• Rubber trim
• Glass seals
• Tune-up parts
• Brake parts
• Restoration supplies
• Accessories

• Service parts
• Tools
• Handbooks
• Used parts
• Rebuilt parts
• New old stock
• Special ordering

117 W. Wilson Street • PO Box 152 (Mail Only)
Villa Rica, GA 30180 • 770-459-0040

www.replacementpartsinc.com
or email us at info@replacementpartsinc.com

Email: classic5@windstream.net



WORLD CLASS BENTLEY AND 
ROLLS-ROYCE MOTOR CARS

INQUIRIES
US
+1 (212) 461 6514, East Coast 
+1 (415) 391 4000, West Coast
motors.us@bonhams.com

Europe
+32 (0) 476 879 471
eurocars@bonhams.com
 
UK
+44 (0) 20 7468 5801
ukcars@bonhams.com

Bonhams holds the world record prices for the sale of both Bentley 
and Rolls-Royce Motor Cars. These results reflect our continued interest 
in these famed marques and knowledge of how to market your car.

With an auction calendar that includes numerous major events around the world 
from Goodwood to Monterey if you are considering the sale of an important car, 
Bonhams would be pleased to provide you with complimentary appraisal and 
advice to insure that you can realize its full potential.

International Auctioneers & Appraisers – bonhams.com/motorcars
© 2018 Bonhams & Butterfields Auctioneers Corp. All rights reserved. Bond No. 57BSBGL0808

Ex-Henry Ford Museum
1913 ROLLS-ROYCE 40/50HP SILVER GHOST  
‘LONDON-TO-EDINBURGH’ SPORTS TOURER
Coachwork by Reuters
Sold for $1,001,000


